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PREFACE 


Intended  particularly  to  familiarize  users  with  the  information  included  in  the 
UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures,  the  first  part  of  this  Directory  briefly 
describes  UNCTAD's  monitoring  of  import  regimes  at  global  and  tariff-line  levels.  It 
presents  the  documentation  activities,  the  methodological  questions  around  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Database  and  introduces  various  systems  that  have  been  developed  for 
facilitating  the  dissemination  of  the  information  in  the  Database.  Particularly  in  Section 
B.4  the  dissemination  of  the  TRAINS  CD-ROM  is  explained. 

The  UNCTAD  Coding  System  of  Trade  Control  Measures  is  also  presented,  to¬ 
gether  with  corresponding  working  definitions.  This  coding  system  has  been  adjusted 
to  cope  more  explicitly  with  environmental  regulations  by  introducing  the  correspond¬ 
ing  specific  objectives  for  the  measures  refering  to  sensitive  product  categories.  It  is 
expected  that  further  adjustments  will  be  required  as  the  Database  evolves.  A  Supple¬ 
ment  to  this  first  part  gives  for  selected  developing  countries  a  quantitative  overview 
of  the  evolution  of  the  import  regimes  by  SITC-based  product  categories,  since  the  early 
1980s. 

The  second  part  of  this  Directory  contains  summarized  descriptions  of  the  import 
regime  of  individual  countries  and  territories,  as  well  as  that  of  the  European  Union. 
Drafts  of  these  descriptions  have  been  circulated  for  comments,  particularly  from  gov¬ 
ernmental  authorities  in  the  countries  concerned.  Many  countries  have  contributed  in 
correcting  or  modifying  the  notes.  The  notes  constitute  an  introduction  to  the  Database 
on  Trade  Control  Measures,  and  they  might  serve  as  a  useful  tool  for  global  analysis 
of  market  access,  including  for  trade  negotiations  and  for  trade  contacts  between 
countries,  independently  of  the  tariff-line  level  information  contained  in  the  Database. 

With  a  view  in  particular  to  improving  up-to-dateness,  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  has 
also  been  approaching  intergovernmental  institutions  for  collaboration  in  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  Database.  These  institutions  have  contributed  to  the  drafting  of  the  notes 
for  the  countries  which  concern  them.  Various  sections  of  Part  II  have  been  prepared 
or  are  being  prepared  by  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  in  collaboration  with  the  secretariat 
of  the  corresponding  intergovernmental  institution,  i.e.  Part  II  A  with  OECD,  Part  il  B 
with  ALADI  and  JUNAC,  Part  II  C  with  CARICOM,  Part  II  D  with  SIECA,  Part  II  E  with 
ASEAN  and  Part  II  F  with  SAARC.^ 

Although  considerable  effort  has  been  made  to  ensure  accuracy  and  complete¬ 
ness,  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated  if  users  would  inform  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  of 
any  discrepancies  or  deficiencies  they  might  encounter,  by  addressing  their  communi¬ 
cations  to  the  address  indicated  below. 


Fax:  (41-22)  907  00  51 

UNCTAD/DMS/TCMIS 
Palais  des  Nations 
1211  GENEVA  10 
Switzerland 


a  This  Directory  has  been  prepared  by  UNCTAD's  Trade  Control  Measures  Information  System  of  the  Data  Man¬ 
agement  Service  in  close  cooperation  with  the  International  Trade  Division,  supported  financially  by  UNDP.  The 
ECDC  Division  collaborated  in  the  preparation  of  the  Eastern  European  country  notes.  The  Directory  is  a 
follow-up  to  an  earlier  handbook  for  developing  countries.  It  covers  not  only  the  major  developing  countries  but 
also  developed  countries  and  countries  of  Eastern  Europe,  thereby  fulfilling  the  request  of  users  of  the  previous 
publication.  Handbook  of  Trade  Control  Measures  of  Developing  Countries,  United  Nations,  New  York,  1987.  It 
should  be  noted  that  Part  II  covers  only  those  countries  from  the  corresponding  grouping  that  have  adopted  the 
Harmonized  System;  i.e.  the  Bahamas,  Bhutan,  Libyan  Arab  Jamahiriya  and  the  Maldives  are  not  included. 
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PART  I:  MONITORING  IMPORT  REGIMES 


A.  MONITORING  AT  THE  GLOBAL  LEVEL 


1.  Since  the  early  1980s,  the  secretariat  of  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  Trade 
and  Development  (UNCTAD)  has  been  reviewing  on  a  systematic  basis  the  import  re¬ 
gimes  of  its  member  States.  For  this  purpose  documentation  has  been  collected  on 
Trade  Control  Measures  (TCMs)  applied  by  Governments  and  the  modifications  of  these 
measures  over  the  course  of  time.  TCMs  comprise  measures  that,  either  in  practice  or 
potentially,  affect  international  trade  flows,  whether  because  of  the  basic  nature  of  these 
measures  or  because  of  the  way  they  are  applied.  The  following  broad  categories  of 
measures  are  distinguished:  tariff  measures  (TMs),  para-tariff  measures  (PTMs)  and 
non-tariff  measures  (NTMs),  the  latter  being  further  subdivided  into  price  control 
measures,  finance  measures,  automatic  licensing  measures,  quantity  control  measures, 
monopolistic  measures  and  technical  measures. 

2.  The  information  is  collected  from  governmental  sources.  Official  journals  and  cir¬ 
culars  are  continuously  reviewed  in  order  to  identify  changes  in  trade  practices  and 
restrictions.  In  addition,  GATT  documents,  especially  the  notifications  of  trade  meas¬ 
ures  by  member  States,  are  an  imporiant  source  of  information.  Many  governmental 
authorities  have  contributed  to  the  Database  by  making  comments  and  submitting  in¬ 
formation  on  trade  laws  or  by  verifying  the  information  compiled  by  the  secretariat. 
Moreover,  several  secretariats  of  intergovernmental  institutions,  e.g.  ALADI,  ASEAN, 
CARICOM,  JUNAC,  OECD,  SAARC  and  SIECA  have  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Database. 

3.  The  collected  documents,  such  as  customs  tariffs,  lists  of  goods  under  quantitative 
restrictions,  etc.,  are  classified  according  to  type  of  measure  and  stored  in  documenta¬ 
tion  files  for  further  consultation  and  processing.  At  the  same  time,  the  bibliographic 
data  of  each  collected  document,  together  with  a  summary  of  its  contents,  are  listed  in 
a  computerized  inventory  which  is  arranged  by  country  and  measures.  In  addition  to 
its  purely  technical  role,  this  inventory  constitutes  a  record  of  the  evolution  of  each 
country's  import  regime. 

4.  The  inventory  has  been  further  developed  into  comprehensive  descriptive  notes 
of  the  import  regimes  of  individual  countries,  following  the  framework  of  the  UNCTAD 
Coding  System  of  Trade  Control  Measures.  The  common  format  facilitates  a  cross¬ 
country  comparison  of  regimes  at  the  global  level.  The  descriptive  notes  constitute  a 
bridge  between  descriptions  of  the  national  TCM  legislation  and  UNCTAD's  computer¬ 
ized  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures.  The  notes  clarify  the  differences  between 
the  national  TCM  terminology  and  the  common  terminology  utilized  in  UNCTAD's  Da¬ 
tabase.  Furthermore,  for  the  product-specific  measures,  they  indicate  the  product 
groups  and  the  countries  affected  by  the  measures.  Reference  is  also  made  to  relevant 
official  acts  and  the  governmental  issuing  bodies  and,  when  available,  to  institutions 
that  have  republished  the  same  acts  for  easier  dissemination  to  users. ^ 


1  For  this  purpose,  besides  quoting  the  governmental  sources,  the  notes  also  refer,  whenever  possible,  to  the 
publications  specialized  in  the  dissemination  of  TCM  information  at  international  and  national  levels,  such  as 
"Nachrichten  fur  Aussenhandel'  issued  by  the  Bundesstelle  fur  Aussenhandels-Information  (German  Foreign 
Trade  Information  Office)  and  'MOCI',  sponsored  by  the  Centre  francais  du  commerce  exterieur  (French  Foreign 
Trade  Centre),  etc.  See  annex  I  for  more  details. 
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B.  MONITORING  AT  THE  TARIFF-LINE  LEVEL 


1 .  Constitution  and  objectives  of  the  Database 


5.  Subsequent  to  their  collection,  classification  and  summarization,  the  documents 
are  analysed  and  validated  for  computerization  at  the  tariff-line  level.  It  should  be 
noted  that  a  country's  customs  tariff  may  have  more  than  ten  thousand  lines,  each  line 
representing  one  type  of  product.  Line  by  line,  the  rates  of  tariff-  and  para-tariff  meas¬ 
ures  for  more  than  100  countries  have  been  coded;  in  each  line  the  existing  non-tariff 
measures  have  also  been  described,  including  the  trading  partners  affected;  the  date 
of  initiation  and  eventual  termination  of  the  measures;  sources  used;  and  comments  if 
provided  by  UNCTAD  member  States  on  their  own  trade  measures  as  encoded  in  the 
UNCTAD  Database. 

6.  The  information  is  entered  into  the  computer  in  numeric  codes.  The  descriptions 
of  products,  measures  and  sources  are  kept  in  separate  computer  files  which  are  used 
for  presentation  of  the  information.  For  several  of  the  major  countries  in  terms  of  mar¬ 
ket  size,  the  Database  also  contains  information  on  TCMs  that  have  been  terminated 
since  1981,  with  the  date  of  termination.  From  1988  onwards,  the  UNCTAD  secretariat 
has  been  compiling  information  on  trade  measures  applied  by  countries  according  to 
the  Harmonized  Commodity  Description  and  Coding  System  (HS)  nomenclature.  Thus, 
a  comprehensive  computerized  information  system  has  been  created,  known  as  the 
UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures.  The  data  are  updated  continuously 
according  to  resource  availabilities. ^  For  the  establishment  of  this  system,  the 
secretariat  has  benefited  substantially  from  the  support  of  UNDP-financed  technical  as¬ 
sistance  projects. 

7.  For  the  classification  of  the  measures  included  in  the  Database,  the  UNCTAD 
secretariat  has  constructed  a  coding  system,  consisting  of  more  than  100  different 
measures  (see  section  D).  In  addition,  a  list  has  been  established  of  working  definitions 
for  these  measures,  ordered  according  to  the  coding  system  (see  section  E).  Measures 
are  classified  into  broad  categories  according  to  their  nature.  Within  the  broad  cate¬ 
gories,  the  measures  are  further  subdivided  as  far  as  possible  according  to  their  ob¬ 
jectives.  Tariff  measures  are  the  most  regular  component  of  import  charges,  and  have 
the  intention  either  to  raise  government  revenue  or  to  protect  domestic  industry  from 
foreign  competition.  Para-tariff  measures,  which  increase  the  cost  of  imports  in  a  way 
similar  to  TMs,  are  also  distinguished. 

8.  All  the  other  import  measures  are  known  as  non-tariff  measures  (NTMs).  There  is 
a  broad  category  of  price  control  measures  which  is  intended  to  ensure  that  imported 
goods  are  not  sold  below  a  certain  price  level.  The  finance  measures  category  com¬ 
prises  the  measures  which  restrain  access  to  or  increase  the  cost  of  foreign  exchange 
for  imports,  or  which  have  an  impact  on  the  import  cost  through  the  advance  payment 
requirements.  There  is  also  the  broad  category  of  automatic  licensing  measures,  which 
does  not  affect  the  quantity  of  imports.  Within  the  NTMs,  the  broad  category  of  quantity 
control  measures  comprises  non-automatic  licensing,  quotas,  prohibitions,  export  re- 


2  Following  the  reorganization  of  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  in  1988,  a  service  called  the  Trade  Control  Measures 
Information  System  was  created  in  the  Division  for  Data  Management,  (now  Data  Management  Service).  The 
main  functions  entrusted  to  this  service  were  to  maintain  and  further  develop  a  database  on  trade  control 
measures  and  to  disseminate  information  from  it.  For  this  purpose,  the  database  for  developed  countries  was 
integrated  with  that  for  developing  countries,  both  of  which  had  been  built  up  independently  over  the  years.  The 
maintenance  and  development  functions  have  been  carried  out  in  close  collaboration  with  the  International 
Trade  Division. 
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straint  arrangements  and  enterprise-specific  restrictions.  Next  are  distinguished 
monopolistic  measures  that  require  imports  to  pass  through  a  limited  number  of  chan¬ 
nels  or  that  oblige  the  importers  to  contract  certain  national  services.  Finally,  there  is 
a  broad  category  of  technical  measures  which  require  imports  to  comply  with  technical 
characteristics  and  standards.  The  Coding  System  has  been  recently  adjusted  to  cope 
more  appropriately  with  environmental  regulations,  by  introducing  for  the  measures 
regarding  sensitive  product  categories,  their  corresponding  specific  objectives. 

9.  In  the  ongoing  debate  on  the  issue  of  the  environment,  the  tariff  measures,  para- 
tariff  measures,  price  control  measures  and  finance  measures,  which  influence  the 
behaviour  of  the  economic  actors  through  the  price  mecanism,  are  known  as  economic 
instruments.  The  other  four  broad  categories  of  measures  are  described  as  command 
control  measures. 

10.  Most  of  the  measures  included  in  the  Database  are  product-specific  in  application 
but  some  of  them  are  applied  against  all  products,  as  are  for  instance  finance  meas¬ 
ures.  The  latter  are  included  in  the  Database  only  as  product  information  of  a  general 
character.  They  include,  for  example,  export  performance  requirements,  which  deter¬ 
mine  the  foreign  exchange  that  can  be  used  for  imports  as  a  percentage  of  the  export 
earnings  of  an  enterprise,  or  enterprise-specific  import  quotas  which  set  a  ceiling  to  the 
total  value  of  foreign  goods  that  can  be  purchased  by  a  specific  importer  for  a  given 
time  period,  provided  that  these  goods  are  not  subject  to  product-specific  import  re¬ 
strictions. 

11.  Originally  the  main  obiective  of  the  constitution  of  the  Database  was  to  increase 
transparency  in  international  trading  conditions  and  thus  facilitate  trade.  The  Database 
has  also  been  utilized  for  the  following  more  specific  purposes: 

•  (i)  analysis  of  development  in  national  trade  policies; 

•  (ii)  preparation  of  reference  materials  for  trade  negotiations; 

•  (iii)  analysis  of  the  conditions  of  access  to  external  markets  (export  promotion);  and 

•  (iv)  general  research  on  trade  policies. 


2.  Use  of  the  Database  information 


12.  The  Database  has  been  extensively  used  in  documentation  prepared  by  the 
UNCTAD  secretariat  for  the  review  of  the  problem  of  protectionism  and  structural  ad¬ 
justment. ^  The  assessment  by  UNCTAD  of  the  extent  of  the  application  of  NTMs  has 
been  based  on  two  quantitative  indicators;  trade  coverage  ratios  and  frequency  ratios. 
The  first  indicator  measures  the  value  of  imports  affected  by  selected  NTMs  as  a  share 
of  all  imports.  The  second  indicator  expresses  the  number  of  trade  flows  covered  by 
NTMs  as  a  share  of  the  total  number  of  trade  flows.^  The  profile  of  NTMs  has  been  an¬ 
alysed  by  computing  these  indicators  for  selected  NTMs  and  for  specific  groups  of 
products. 

13.  The  trends  in  trade  intervention  have  been  analysed  by  calculating  these  indica¬ 
tors  for  a  number  of  years,  using  the  trade  flows  of  a  fixed  base  year.  An  increase  in 
the  trade  coverage  by  NTMs  simply  means  that  trade  flows  which  become  subject  to 
NTMs  are  larger  than  the  trade  flows  which  are  liberalized  in  the  same  period.^  Trade 
coverage  ratios  have  also  been  used  to  assess  the  incidence  of  NTMs  in  the  exports  of 


3  See  for  instance  TD/B/1282  and  TD/B/1282/Add  1. 

4  The  number  of  trade  flows  is  the  number  of  national  tariff  lines  times  the  number  of  trading  partners  in  which 
imports  originate  in  each  tariff  line  in  the  base  year. 

5  The  index  numbers  might  have  an  upward  bias  as  NTMs  which  are  introduced  are  measured  on  the  basis  of  trade 
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different  groups  of  trading  partners.  A  major  conceptual  problem  is  that  current  trade 
flows  are  already  possibly  affected  by  NTMs.  Therefore,  measuring  NTMs  by  actual 
trade  flows  may  underestimate  their  incidence.  In  the  extreme  case  that  an  NTM,  e.g. 
an  embargo,  is  totally  prohibitive  of  trade,  it  would  appear  that  no  trade  is  affected  at 
all.  Moreover,  it  would  give  a  misleading  impression  of  the  development  over  time  as 
relaxation  of  a  non-tariff  measure  to  a  less  restrictive  one  would  increase  imports  and 
consequently  also  the  trade  coverage  ratio.  Additional  problems  are  that  certain  NTMs 
may  not  be  effective  in  any  particular  point  in  time  and  that  larger  groups  of  NTMs  often 
add  up  measures  with  quite  different  degrees  of  restrictiveness. 

14.  Several  countries  have  benefited  from  the  information  in  their  bilateral  negoti¬ 
ations  with  the  European  Economic  Community  and  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
information  has  also  been  used  to  support  trade  negotiations  within  regional  integration 
groupings  such  as  the  Bangkok  Agreement,  the  Preferential  Trade  Area  for  Eastern  and 
Southern  African  States,  and  the  Organization  of  the  Islamic  Conference,  or,  at  the 
global  level,  for  the  Global  System  of  Trade  Preferences  (GSTP)  and  the  Uruguay 
Round. 

15.  Governments  have  been  provided  with  systematic  information  on  access  condi¬ 
tions  to  foreign  markets  in  order  to  study  whether  certain  trade  measures  applied  by 
trading  partners  constitute  an  effective  obstacle  to  their  exports,  so  that  these  concerns 
might  be  taken  up  in  multilateral  trade  negotiations. 

16.  UNCTAD  has  cooperated  with  the  International  Trade  Centre  (ITC)  in  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  trade  information  network  for  the  PTA  member  States.  This  network  (TINET)  is 
intended  mainly  for  use  by  economic  operators  engaged  in  export  promotion  activities 
within  the  regional  grouping. 

17.  The  following  international  organizations  and  bodies  from  the  United  Nations 
system  have  drawn  upon  the  information  contained  in  the  Database:  ECA,  ECLAC, 
ESCAP,  ESCWA,  FAO,  GATT,  IMF,  ITC,  ITTO,  UNFDAC,  UNICEF,  UNIDO  and  the  World 
Bank.  Many  researchers  from  other  international  organizations,  inter  alia,  EBRD,  EU 
and  OECD,  as  well  as  universities  and  research  institutions,  like  IFPRI,  have  relied  on 
the  Database  in  their  work  on  trade  barriers. 


3.  Dissemination  of  the  Database 


18.  Whenever  the  information  contained  in  the  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures 
is  further  processed,  the  user  should  be  aware  that,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  to 
achieve  accuracy  and  completeness,  the  Database  might  still  contain  some  shortcom¬ 
ings,  and  it  would  be  appreciated  if  users  informed  the  secretariat  of  any  deficiency 
they  might  encounter.  As  the  degree  of  restriction  of  the  measures  classified  into  the 
same  category  may  vary  from  country  to  country,  particular  caution  should  be  exer¬ 
cised  when  making  cross-country  analyses  using  the  data. 

19.  Three  systems  are  utilized  to  facilitate  the  dissemination  of  information  from  the 

Database:  (a)  mainframe-programs;  (b)  SMART  (System  for  Market  Analysis  and 

Restrictions  on  Trade);  and  (c)  TRAINS  (TRade  Analysis  and  INformation  System). 

20.  Certain  programs  for  the  mainframe  have  been  developed  to  facilitate  fast  re¬ 
trieval  of  data,  inter  alia,  programs  to  calculate  tariff  averages,  total  charges  on  imports, 
frequency  of  non-tariff  measures  affecting  particular  groups  of  products,  etc.  Various 
computations  linking  trade  flows  with  the  corresponding  trade  control  measures  are 


flows  which  are  not  yet  affected  by  NTMs,  whereas  NTMs  which  are  eliminated  are  measured  with  trade  flows 
which  may  be  affected  by  their  application. 
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possible;  these  include,  inter  alia,  the  identification  of  products  of  export  interest  to  a 
given  country  and  measures  adopted  in  the  major  markets  for  these  products. 

21.  SMART  has  been  designed  to  strengthen  the  negotiating  capabilities  in  develop¬ 
ing  countries  by  providing  data  and  software  that  can  be  used  on  a  Personal  Computer 
(PC)  for  the  analysis  of  conditions  of  access  to  external  markets.  UNCTAD  and  the 
World  Bank  have  jointly  developed  this  system,  with  financial  assistance  from  UNDP. 

22.  The  system  draws  on  data  currently  collected  and  encoded  by  UNCTAD,  GATT 
and  national  Governments.  For  information  on  non-tariff  measures,  the  system  draws 
on  the  UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures.  For  the  SMART  system,  these 
large  mainframe  databases  have  been  brought  together,  and  extracts  of  the  essential 
information  required  for  each  exporting  country  in  respect  of  its  key  markets  down¬ 
loaded  on  to  diskettes.  The  developing  countries  may  obtain  the  diskettes  for  use  with 
the  SMART  software. 

23.  SMART  thus  permits  developing-country  officials  involved  in  market  access  is¬ 
sues  to  derive  information  on  trade  flows  as  well  as  on  tariffs  and  non-tariff  measures 
which  their  exports  confront  in  foreign  markets.  Such  information  can  be  reviewed  for 
one  product  at  a  time  or  for  groups  and  subgroups  of  products  as  defined  by  the  user. 
Information  is  displayed  on  a  monitor,  printed  on  a  desk-top  printer  or  saved  for  use 
with  other  software  packages.  There  is  a  facility  for  estimating  how  the  exporting 
country  using  the  system  would  be  affected  by  changes  in  tariffs  in  overseas  markets. 
These  simulations  indicate  the  possible  trade  creation  and  diversion  effects  of  such 
changes,  using  a  simple  model.  The  SMART  system  can  be  operated  on  any 
IBM-compatible  personal  computer  with  an  internal  hard  disk  having  a  capacity  of  at 
least  10  Megabytes. 

24.  Through  a  UNDP-financed  project,  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  has  developed,  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  ITC,  a  PC-based  information  system  called  TRAINS.  The  Governments 
of  Austria  and  Switzerland  have  co-financed  with  UNDP  the  development  of  the  GSP 
System,  which  forms  a  fully  integrated  component  of  TRAINS.  The  Government  of  the 
Netherlands  has  contributed  to  further  improvements  of  the  system,  in  particular  by 
galvanizing  the  collaboration  with  regional  groupings.  The  International  Customs 
Tariffs  Bureau  (ICTB)  contributes  to  the  system  by  providing  product  descriptions  in 
English,  French  and  Spanish. 

25.  The  global  aim  of  TRAINS  is  to  increase  transparency  in  international  trading 
conditions.  TRAINS  is  intended  more  specifically  for  use  by  policy-makers  and  eco¬ 
nomic  operators  engaged  in  exporting,  providing  them  with  a  comprehensive  informa¬ 
tion  system.  It  is  also  a  powerful  tool,  both  for  trade  negotiations,  for  instance  for  the 
monitoring  of  an  integration  process,  as  well  as  for  general  research  on  international 
trade. 

26.  TRAINS  contains  information  from  UNCTAD's  Database  on  Trade  Control  Meas¬ 
ures  combined  in  an  integrated  manner  with  other  relevant  trade  information  compo¬ 
nents.  TRAINS  is  designed  to  render  compatible  the  presentation  and  analysis  of  six 
different  databases  by  utilizing  the  Harmonized  Commodity  Description  and  Coding 
System  (HS),  comprising  5,018  basic  items,  as  the  common  classification  (see  table  be¬ 
low).® 


6  The  GREENTRADE  system  will  also  be  incorporated  into  TRAINS  at  a  later  stage.  GREENTRADE  is  a  computer¬ 
ized  information  system  under  development  for  environmental  regulations  that  have  a  bearing  on  trade;  it  will 
enable  an  analysis  to  be  made  of  the  relations  between  environment  and  trade. 
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27.  The  components  of  TRAINS  can  be  briefly  described  as  follows  : 

•  (i)  The  UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures,  covering  tariff,  para-tariff 

and  non-tariff  measures.  The  Database  contains  elaborated  information  on  the 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences  (GSP)  as  one  particular  preferential  tariff 
measure  and  enables  beneficiaries  to  have  easy  access  to  full  details  of  GSP 
schemes,  including  quantitative  restrictions  and  rules  of  origin  associated  with  the 
GSP  rates. 


(ii)  Trade  data  on  imports  by  supplying  country  at  the  most  detailed  level  of  the 
Harmonized  System,  i.e.,  the  6-digit  level,  obtained  directly  from  the  countries  or 
indirectly  through  ALADI,  EU,  GATT,  JUNAC  and  UNSTAT,  and  processed  by 
UNCTAD. 


•  (iii)  The  System  of  the  International  Customs  Tariffs  Bureau  (ICTB),  which  provides 

product  descriptions  of  the  national  tariff  items  beyond  the  6-digit  level  of  the  HS 
in  English,  French  and  Spanish. 


•  (iv)  The  alphabetic  index  of  the  Standard  International  Trade  Classification  (SITC), 
Revision  3,  prepared  by  UNSTAT.^  This  index  enables  to  find  the  corresponding 
SITC  Rev.3  code  of  an  alphabetically-arranged  list  of  commodities. 


•  (v)  The  IMPORTERS  database  of  the  International  Trade  Centre  UCTAD/GATT  (ITC) 

which,  for  selected  product  categories  and  markets,  contains  names  and  addresses 
of  importers,  together  with  other  products  imported  by  the  respective  companies. 
The  ITC  data  are  complemented  with  similar  information  obtained  directly  from  the 
countries. 


•  (vi)  General  documentation  on  the  various  data  elements  including  the  import  re¬ 
gimes,  the  GSP  and  other  preferential  schemes,  and  bibliographic  references  to 
published  market  research  studies  and  reports. 


28.  TRAINS  enables  users  to  extract,  for  selected  products  and  markets,  information 
on  trade  control  measures,  combined  with  trade  flows,  as  well  as  information  on  po¬ 
tential  importers.  For  each  HS  6-digit  item  as  well  as  for  any  aggregate  thereof,  it  allows 
for  a  cross-country  comparison  of  the  basic  TCM  indicators,  such  as  tariff  averages  and 
the  proportion  of  non-tariff  measures;  likewise,  it  allows  the  same  comparison  to  be 
made  of  import  values.  For  each  market  it  indicates  the  number  of  national  tariff  lines 
that  benefit  from  GSP  preferences.  The  data  on  potential  importers  can  also  be  ac¬ 
cessed  at  the  (2-,  4-  and)  6-digit  level(s)  of  HS. 

29.  Separate  options  in  TRAINS  give  access  to  main  suppliers  of  the  selected  product 
with  several  corresponding  indicators  as  well  as  bilateral  trade  flows  between  countries 
selected  as  markets  and  suppliers.  TRAINS  presents  the  information  for  each  tariff  line 
included  under  the  selected  6-digit  product.  Any  information  extracted  may  be  printed 
for  reference  or  stored  for  further  processing.  Beyond  the  6-digit  level,  further  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  extracted  only  for  TCMs,  including  detailed  GSP  conditions,  by  individual 
country.  The  collaboration  of  ICTB  makes  it  possible  to  have  in  the  system  the  product 
descriptions  of  items  beyond  the  6-digit  level  in  three  of  the  international  languages,  i.e. 
English,  French  and  Spanish. 


7  United  Nations,  Commodity  Indexes  for  the  Standard  International  Trade  Classification,  Revision  3,  Series  M, 
No.  38,  Vol  II,  New  York,  forthcoming. 
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INFORMATION  IN  TRAINS  BY  MARKETS  AND  DATA  COMPONENTS,  SPRING  1994 


Markets 

TMs 

PTMs 

& 

NTMs 

Importers' 
addresses  (a) 
(number) 

Product  description  (b) 

Eng.  Spa.  Fre. 

Trade 

period 

Algeria 

1993 

1992 

X 

Argentina 

1993 

1993 

X 

/92 

Australia 

1993 

1993 

X 

88/91 

Austria 

1993 

1993 

X 

/88 

Bangladesh 

1993 

na 

X 

Bolivia 

1993 

na 

X 

90/91 

Brazil 

1993 

1993 

X 

89/92 

Brunei 

1992 

na 

Canada 

1993 

1993 

349 

X 

88/91 

Chile 

1991 

1991 

X 

90/91 

China 

1993 

1993 

X 

/92 

Colombia 

1992 

na 

X 

88/92 

Czech  Republic 

1992 

1991 

X 

/89 

Ecuador 

1993 

na 

X 

90/91 

European  Union 

1993 

1993 

7611  (c) 

X 

89/92  (d) 

Finland 

1993 

1993 

X 

/88 

Hong  Kong 

1993 

1993 

X 

88/91 

Hungary 

1992 

1992 

X 

88/91 

India 

1992 

1992 

X 

90/91 

Indonesia 

1990 

1991 

X 

•  88/89 

Japan 

1993 

1993 

824 

X 

88/92 

Kenya 

1990 

1989 

X 

Korea,  Republic  of 

1992 

1992 

4973 

X 

88/91 

Malaysia 

1991 

1991 

X 

88/92 

Mexico 

1991 

1991 

X 

89/92 

Morocco 

1993 

na 

Nepal 

1993 

1993 

New  Zealand 

1993 

1993 

X 

88/91 

Nigeria 

1992 

1992 

X 

Norway 

1993 

1993 

X 

88/90 

Oman 

1992 

1992 

X 

/90  (e) 

Pakistan 

1993 

1993 

X 

Paraguay 

1991 

1993 

X 

/90 

Peru 

1993 

1993 

X 

90/91 

Philippines 

1990 

1990 

X 

/91 

Poland 

1991 

1991  (0 

X 

89/92  (g) 

Russian  Federation 

1993 

na 

X 

Saudi  Arabia 

1991 

na 

Singapore 

1989 

1989 

X 

/89 

South  Africa 

1993 

1991 

X 

88/92 

Sri  Lanka 

1993 

1993 

91/92 

Sweden 

1993 

1993 

X 

/88 

Switzerland 

1993 

1993 

X 

88/92 

Taiwan,  Province  of  China 

1992 

1992 

X 

90/91  (h) 

Thailand 

1991 

1991 

89/92 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

1991 

1992 

X 

Tunisia 

1992 

1992 

X 

/91 

United  States  of  America 

1993 

1993 

3002 

X 

89/92 

Uruguay 

1992 

na 

Venezuela 

1992 

1992 

X 

90/92 

Notes: 

(a)  For  the  time  being,  data  for  only  12  product  categories  are  available,  except  for  Republic  of  Korea  which  has  full  product 
coverage  owing  to  a  database  provided  by  the  Korean  Foreign  Trade  Association. 

(b)  Under  this  rubric  a  cross  means  that  descriptions  are  also  available  for  the  tariff  lines  beyond  the  6-digit  HS  or  that 
these  lines  do  not  exist. 

(c)  Available  for  each  of  the  12  individual  member  States. 

(d)  Imports  from  the  former  Soviet  Union  are  recorded  as  from  Soviet  Union  for  the  first  half  of  1992  and  as  from  individual 

republics  for  the  second  half. 

(e)  Limited  product  coverage. 

(f)  Only  antidumping  measures. 

(g)  A  supplier  is  recorded  for  each  product  only  if  it  exported  at  least  100,000  US  dollars  of  that  product. 

(h)  Only  three  major  suppliers  are  recorded  for  each  product.  Imports  from  the  member  States  of  the  European  Union  are 

aggregated  as  one  supplier. 
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30.  Following  a  decision  by  the  Trade  and  Development  Board,®  the  UNCTAD 
secretariat  will  provide  Member  States,  on  request,  with  information  on  trade  control 
measures  contained  in  its  computerized  Database.  The  secretariat  has  invited  the 
member  States  to  designate  Focal  Points  for  this  purpose®  and  has  also  contacted  re¬ 
gional  institutions  in  this  connection.^®  Subject  to  resource  availabilities,  the  Focal 
Points  are  being  supplied  with  TRAINS  on  CD-ROM,  containing  updated  information  on 
TCMs.  The  Focal  Points  serve  also  as  a  channel  through  which  the  secretariat  obtains 
recent  information  on  the  countries  or  regions;  particularly  computerized  information 
on  tariffs  and  trade,  as  well  as  documentation  on  paratariff  and  non-tariff  measures. 

31.  Parallel  to  these  national  and  regional  TRAINS  Focal  Points  for  interactive  dis¬ 
semination,  many  countries  had  already  designated  GSP  Focal  Points  with  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  utilization  of  the  various  GSP  schemes.  On  request,  these  GSP  Focal 
Points  will  also  be  provided  with  TRAINS  on  CD-ROM.  Beyond  the  Focal  Points,  the 
TRAINS  CD-ROM  is  available  to  other  parties  that  make  a  minimum  contribution  to  the 
UNCTAD  Trust  Fund  created  for  this  purpose.^^ 

32.  More  recently,  the  UNCTAD  secretariat  has  launched  a  Programme  on  Trade  Ef¬ 
ficiency  which  includes  a  network  of  'Trade  Points'.  Their  purpose  is  to  facilitate  trade 
in  general  by  grouping  under  the  same  physical  or  virtual  roof  all  actors  involved  in 
trade  transactions.  It  is  expected  that  these  Trade  Points  will  also  benefit  from  access 
to  TRAINS,  and  in  many  countries  these  points  will  be  the  same  as  the  TRAINS  Focal 
Points,  or  closely  Mnked  to  them.  The  Trade  Point  Global  Network  includes  a  trade  in¬ 
formation  component  which  allows  Trade  Points  and  their  users  (importers,  exporters, 
banks,  insurance  companies,  Customs,  Customs  brokers,  freight  forwarders,  etc.)  to 
communicate  efficiently  and  at  low  cost,  using  electronic  mail  facilities  in  particular. 
An  important  part  of  this  component  is  the  Electronic  Trade  Opportunities  (ETO)  system 
which  allows  an  exchange  of  business  and  trading  opportunities. 


4.  Pending  Database  issues 


33.  The  Database  currently  focuses  mainly  on  trade  measures  applied  at  the  border 
Other  policies  and  practices  such  as  government  procurement  policies,  government 
industrial  and  regional  development  policies,  foreign  investment  policies  and  macro- 
economic  policies,  may  also  affect  international  trade  flows,  but  are  not  covered  by  the 
information  in  the  Database.  For  instance,  export  subsidies  and  other  export  measures 
are  not  included  in  the  Database. Restrictive  business  practices,  which  can  create 


8  By  decision  354  (XXXIV),  the  Trade  and  Development  Board  at  its  thirty-fourth  session  in  May  1988  decided  that 
the  UNCTAD  secretariat  should  provide,  on  request,  information  on  trade  control  measures  contained  in  its 
computerized  Database.  The  Intergovernmental  Group  of  Experts  on  Definitions  and  Methodology  Employed  in 
the  UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures,  which  met  soon  afterwards,  reached  agreement  on  recom¬ 
mendations  for  implementing  this  decision  of  the  Trade  and  Development  Board.  The  report  of  this  Group  of 
Experts  is  contained  in  document  TD/B/1 1 76.  The  importance  of  TRAINS  as  a  dissemination  tool  has  been  further 
underlined  by  ECOSOC  resolutions  1991/70  of  26  July  1991,  1992/60  of  31  July  1992,  1993/56  of  29  July  1993  and 
1994/L.43  of  27  July  1994,  by  Trade  and  Development  Board  resolution  393  (XXXVIII)  of  4  October  1991,  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  resolution  46/211  of  20  December  1991  and  by  the  Cartagena  Commitment,  adopted 
at  UNCTAD  VIII  in  February  1992  (see  paragraph  155).  Finally,  the  agreed  conclusion  of  the  Working  Party  on  the 
Medium-term  Plan  and  the  Programme  Budget  at  its  twenty-first  session  in  August  1992,  inter  alia,  requested  the 
secretariat  to  disseminate  its  computerized  information  systems.  The  GSP  information,  which  is  fully  integrated 
into  TRAINS,  was  developed  by  UNGTAD  in  recognition  of  the  need  for  detailed  computerized  information  on  the 
various  GSP  schemes.  The  Special  Committee  on  Preferences  supported  this  development  in  decision  9  (XVI) 
taken  at  its  sixteenth  session  in  1989,  and  in  resolution  11  (XVII)  adopted  at  its  seventeenth  session  in  1990. 

9  See  the  note  verbale  of  the  Secretary-General  of  UNCTAD,  dated  5  June  1989.  By  mid  1994,  84  countries  had 
designated  TRAINS(TCMIS)  Focal  Points. 

10  At  present,  the  secretariats  of  ALADI,  CARICOM,  JUNAC,  SIECA,  SAARC  and  UMA  have  agreed  to  collaborate 
with  the  UNCTAD  secretariat,  and  will  therefore  contribute  to  the  INTERACTIVE  TRAINS  DISSEMINATION 
Programme. 

11  For  more  information  please  address  a  fax  to:  (41-22)  907  00  51,  UNCTAD/DMS/TRAINS. 

12  Except  for  voluntary  export  restraint  arrangements  which  constitute  quotas  on  exports  to  specific  foreign  mar¬ 
kets,  which  are  administered  by  exporting  countries,  but  which  are  imposed  on  them  by  importing  countries. 
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barriers  to  market  access  by  other  competitors,  are  not  included  either.  Therefore,  the 
Database  information  by  itself  does  not  allow  a  complete  analysis  of  the  obstacles  to 
international  trade. 

34.  Likewise  for  border  trade  measures,  the  information  coverage  is  not  always 
complete.  For  instance,  the  values  or  volumes  of  imports  permitted  under  quotas  are 
not  indicated,  except  for  those  under  GSP.  The  Database  does  not  indicate  the  de  facto 
operation  or  the  degree  of  restrictiveness  of  a  given  measure  at  any  particular  point  in 
time. 

35.  Certain  trade  measures  may  not  be  operational  all  the  time  or  may  enter  into 
action  only  when  the  circumstances  require  their  application.  For  instance,  when  mini¬ 
mum  import  prices  must  be  observed  for  specific  products,  actual  prices  below  the  tar¬ 
get  price  may  trigger  action  in  the  form  of  additional  duties  or  price  investigations.  In 
such  a  case,  the  established  minimum  import  price  system  is  entered  in  the  Database 
as  a  trade  control  measure,  but  the  actions  which  may  be  undertaken  in  order  to  ensure 
observance  of  the  target  price  are  not  included. 

36.  By  decision  384  (XXXVII)  of  12  October  1990,  the  Trade  and  Development  Board 
requested  the  secretariat: 

"in  connection  with  the  efforts  to  promote  dialogue  within  UNCTAD  on  the  interlinkages  between 
environmental  and  trade  policies,  to  adjust  the  UNCTAD  Trade  Control  Measures  Information 
System  to  monitor  environmental  regulations  for  possible  protectionism  and  to  monitor  non-tariff 
measures  which  have  a  bearing  on  the  environment." 

37.  The  decision  of  the  Board  was  affirmed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  its  resolution 
45/210  of  21  December  1990.  Following  this  decision  and  resolution,  the  UNCTAD 
secretariat  suggested  that  it  would  be  very  useful  if  member  States  could  provide  the 
secretariat  with  environmental  regulations  and,  wherever  applicable,  the  corresponding 
product  coverage  (TD/B/1282).  During  the  thirty-eighth  session  of  the  Trade  and  De¬ 
velopment  Board,  a  positive  response  was  given  by  many  delegations,  which  showed 
an  interest  in  assisting  the  secretariat  to  adjust  its  Database.  The  need  for  adjusting 
TCMIS  and  for  dissemination  of  information  from  TCMIS,  was  further  stressed  by  re¬ 
solution  393  (XXXVIII)  adopted  by  the  Board  on  4  October  1991.  Subsequently  the 
General  Assembly  in  its  resolution  46/211  of  20  December  1991  stressed,  inter  alia: 

"the  need  to  further  improve  and  strengthen  the  Database,  including  an  expansion  of  its  coverage 
of  countries  and  measures." 

Following  the  many  mandates  related  to  the  need  to  adjust  the  Database,  visits  to  a 
number  of  capitals  were  made  to  discuss  problems  of  definitions  and  methodology  for 
the  adjustment  and  to  collect  relevant  information.  The  experience  acquired  during 
these  interviews  assisted  the  secretariat  in  preparing  a  questionnaire  that  was  sent  to 
member  States. 

38.  As  regards  the  need  for  further  improvements  of  the  Database,  it  should  partic¬ 
ularly  be  mentioned  that  in  Agenda  21,  the  action  plan  to  promote  a  global  transition  to 
sustainable  development,  adopted  during  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  Environ¬ 
ment  and  Development: 

"The  Secretary-General  of  the  United  Nations  is  requested  to  strengthen  the  Trade  Control 
Measures  Information  System  managed  by  UNCTAD. 


13  See  the  note  verbale  of  the  Secretary-General  of  UNCTAD  of  6  May  1992.  As  of  mid  1994,  24  answers  had  been 
received. 

14  A/CONF.  151/26/Rev. 1(Vol. I),  United  Nations,  New  York,  1993,  par.  2.15,  page  10. 


10 


Directory  of  Import  Regimes 


39.  An  important  problem  is  finding  the  exact  product  coverage  of  environmental 
measures.  Currently  the  highest  level  of  detail  used  in  the  Database  is  the  national 
tariff  line.  As  data  base  information  is  normally  used  in  combination  with  trade  flows, 
there  has  been  no  need  to  use  a  higher  level  of  disaggregation  than  that  used  in  the 
corresponding  trade  statistics.  Trade  measures  affecting  only  certain  portions  of  na¬ 
tional  tariff  lines  have  been  classified  as  '"ex-items'".  It  may  be  difficult,  or  even  impos¬ 
sible,  to  know  what  part  of  the  trade  values  reported  in  computerized  trade  statistics 
are  covered  by  a  measure  in  question.  So  far  this  problem  has  been  manageable. 
However,  in  the  case  of  environmental  measures,  "ex-items"  tend  to  be  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception.  The  consequences  are,  inter  alia,  that  (a)  the  analysis  of  trade 
coverage  of  environmental  measures  is  extremely  difficult  and  (b)  the  usual  description 
of  the  trade  items  does  not  properly  indicate  the  product  coverage  of  the  measure  in 
question,  thus  requiring  the  entry  of  additional  information.  The  future  revisions  of  the 
Harmonized  System  nomenclature  should  possibly  take  this  problem  into 
consideration. 


C.  STANDARDS 


40.  In  the  context  of  product-specific  measures,  standards  are  documents,  estab¬ 
lished  by  consensus  and  approved  by  a  recognized  body,  that  provide  for  common  and 
repeated  use,  and  for  rules,  guidelines,  or  specifications  regarding  characteristics  for 
products,  such  as  quality,  performance,  safety  or  dimensions,  as  well  as  labelling  and 
packaging  requirements,  aimed  at  the  achievement  of  an  optimum  degree  of  order  with 
the  following  specific  objectives;  (i)  to  protect  human  health;  (ii)  to  protect  animal  life 
or  health;  (iii)  to  protect  plant  life  or  health;  (iv)  to  protect  the  environment;  (v)  to  protect 
wildlife;  (vi)  to  control  drug  abuse;  (vii)  to  ensure  human  safety;  (viii)  to  ensure  national 
security;  (ix)  to  prevent  deceptive  practices. 

41.  Standards  are  subject  to  enactment  in  the  national  legislation,  prior  to  their  legal 
enforceability,  in  contrast  to  trade  control  measures  which  are  measures  that  are  in¬ 
corporated  into  a  country's  legislation  and  are  therefore  obligatory.  The  importance  of 
standards  should  not  be  underestimated,  since  they  often  represent  the  basis  for  man¬ 
datory  regulations,  or  they  may  well  be  in  the  process  of  becoming  such  regulations 
themselves.  Moreover,  in  a  growing  number  of  countries  consumer  awareness  and 
consumer  preferences  require  increasing  compliance  with  standards  in  order  to  market 
certain  products  successfully.  For  instance,  the  protection  of  the  environment  may  give 
rise  to  the  voluntary  granting  of  labels,  be  it  by  a  private  or  a  public  body,  to  inform 
consumers  and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  those  products  which  are  judged  to  be 
more  environmentally  friendly. 

42.  With  the  increased  trade  liberalization  in  recent  years,  the  importance  of  regional 
and  international  standards  has  increased  considerably.  More  and  more  countries  are 
participating  in  the  work  of  regional  and  international  standards  commissions  and 
adopting  the  resulting  norms  in  order  to  facilitate  access  to  foreign  markets,  to  guar¬ 


ds  In  this  context,  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  Harmonized  System  Committee  of  the  Customs  Cooperation  Council, 
"finalized  a  request  by  the  United  Nations  Environmental  Programme  to  introduce  specific  subheadings  in  the 
Harmonized  System  in  order  to  facilitate  the  collection  and  comparison  of  data  on  the  international  movement 
of  substances  controlled  by  the  Montreal  Protocol  on  Substances  that  Deplete  the  Ozone  Layer.  Considering  the 
urgent  need  to  monitor  international  trade  in  these  substances  and  the  fact  that  amendments  to  the  Harmonized 
System  Convention  could  not  be  implemented  internationally  for  several  years,  the  Council  approved  a  draft 
Recommendation  asking  Member  Administrations  to  take  all  appropriate  actions  to  insert  the  additional  sub¬ 
headings  in  their  statistical  nomenclatures,  as  soon  as  possible".  See;  Customs  Cooperation  Council,  Annual 
Report,  July  1989-June  1990,  Bulletin  No.  35  and  the  related  recommendations  from  26  June  1990  (Annex  G)  and 
from  25  June  1992  (Annex  K).  These  latter  two  recommendations  suggest  to  insert  subheadings  2903.19,  2903.40 
and  3823.90  in  the  statistical  nomenclature. 
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antee  consumers  a  minimum  level  of  protection,  or  to  open  up  their  domestic  markets 
in  accordance  with  regional  integration  programmes  and  free  trade  arrangements. 

43.  Standards  are  national,  regional  or  international  depending  on  the  nature  of  the 
respective  recognised  body.  Many  countries  have  even  established  standards  at  the 
provincial  level.  National  standards  are  rules  and  guidelines  for  activities  or  their  re¬ 
sults  drawn  up  at  the  national  level  by  governments  and  independent  standardization 
bodies,  whether  exclusively  private  or  government  authorized,  the  provisions  of  which 
may  be  more  extensive  and  stricter  than  related  international  standards.  National 
standards  are  therefore  more  prone  to  reflect  the  specific  and  unique  aspects  in  each 
country's  perception  of  acceptable  risk  to  the  consumers  or  to  the  environment,  as  well 
as  each  country's  view  on  what  constitutes  sufficient  protection.  Internationally  recog¬ 
nized  standardization  bodies  are,  inter  alia,  the  Codex  Alimentarius  Commission 
(CAC),  the  International  Office  of  Epizootics  (OIE),  the  International  Dairy  Federation 
(IDF)  and  the  International  Standards  Organization  (ISO). 

44.  Examples  of  regional  standards  are  those  prepared  by  the  European  Committee 
for  Standardization  (CEN)  and  the  European  Committee  for  Electrotechnical  Standardi¬ 
zation  (CENELEC),  both  of  which  are  institutions  funded  by  the  European  Union.  The 
members  of  CEN  and  CENELEC  consist  of  the  standards  institutions  of  the  member 
States  of  the  European  Union  and  the  European  Free  Trade  Association.  CEN  and 
CENELEC  together  constitute  the  Joint  European  Standards  Institution  (JESI).  The  ob¬ 
jective  of  the  JESI  is  to  integrate  disparate  national  standards  in  Europe  across,  the 
range  of  products  and  appliances,  into  common  European  standards,  with  a  view  to 
reducing  effective  barriers  to  trade  within  the  internal  market. 

45.  At  the  JESI,  the  members  try  to  harmonize  various  national  standards,  not  by 
drawing  up  a  new  set  of  EU  standards  which  supersede  national  standards,  but  by 
finding  ground  for  the  recognition  of  national  standards  as  mutually  conforming. 
Standards  are  adopted  by  majority  voting.  The  JESI  has  worked  in  parallel  with  inter¬ 
national  bodies  such  as  ISO  and  lEC.  As  a  result,  almost  all  CENELEC  standards 
overlap  with  those  of  lEC,  and  close  to  half  of  the  CEN  standards  with  those  of  ISO. 

46.  Technical  standards  drawn  up  by  JESI  become  binding  only  when  adopted  as  EU 
legislation.  EU  legislation  has  three  forms:  regulations,  directives,  and  decisions.  EU 
regulations  are  detailed  law,  applicable  throughout  the  EU  and  directly  binding  upon 
all  member  States,  without  requiring  enabling  legislation  at  the  national  level.  The  use 
of  regulations  is  often  limited  in  scope.  Directives  take  the  form  of  general  instructions 
on  the  goal  to  be  achieved,  while  leaving  the  way  in  which  it  will  be  attained  to  the 
discretion  of  each  Member  State.  The  conditions  of  these  directives  are  usually  met  by 
introducing  various  pieces  of  national  legislation  -  a  similar  procedure  to  the  one  ap¬ 
plied  for  standards.  The  principal  difference  between  a  directive  and  a  standard  re¬ 
sides  in  the  binding  nature  of  the  former,  even  before  its  incorporation  into  national 
legislation. 

47.  The  amount  of  EU  legislation  in  the  field  of  environmental  protection  has  been 
increasing  rapidly  in  recent  years,  particularly  in  the  context  of  the  Fourth  Environ¬ 
mental  Programme  (1987-1992)  and  the  subsequent  Fifth  Action  Programme  for  the  En¬ 
vironment.  Currently,  there  are  more  than  300  items  of  EU  environmental  legislation, 
introducing  various  control  instruments  concerning  emission  standards,  product 
standards,  environmental  quality  standards,  etc.^® 


16  Under  the  Single  European  Act,  environmental  legislation  is  adopted  utilizing  either  Article  100(a),  which  should 
be  used  for  setting  the  standards  of  products  circulating  within  the  market,  and  Article  130(r-t),  specifically  used 
for  environemtnal  policy.  In  terms  of  binding  power,  legislation  set  under  article  100(a)  should  be  the  strictest 
of  any  national  legislations,  while  those  under  article  130  is  sometimes  considered  as  the  minimum  acceptable 
level  of  standards,  allowing  the  member  governments  to  introduce  stricter  measures.  If,  however,  an 
environemtnal  measure  is  taken  under  the  article  100(a),  the  decision  has  supremacy  over  the  measure  taken 
on  the  basis  of  article  130(t). 
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48.  A  special  category  of  international  standards  are  those  embodied  in  international 
treaties.  These  treaties  are  also  legally  enforceable  at  the  national  level  only  after  the 
adoption  of  the  necessary  legal  instruments,  by  ratification,  accession,  acceptance  or 
approval,  whereupon  they  become  part  of  the  import  regime.  In  annex  II,  several  of 
these  international  treaties,  which  contain  important  trade  provisions,  are  briefly  de¬ 
scribed. 
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D.  UNCTAD  CODING  SYSTEM  OF  TRADE  CONTROL  MEASURES'^ 


1000  TARIFF  MEASURES 


1100  STATUTORY  CUSTOMS  DUTIES 

1200  MFN  DUTIES 

1300  GATT  CEILING  DUTIES 

1400  TARIFF  QUOTA  DUTIES 

1410  Low  duties 

1420  High  duties 


1500  SEASONAL  DUTIES 

1510  Low  duties 

1520  High  duties 


1600  TEMPORARY  REDUCED  DUTIES 

1700  TEMPORARY  INCREASED  DUTIES 

1710  Retaliatory  duties 

1720  Urgency  and  safeguard  duties 


1900  PREFERENTIAL  DUTIES  UNDER  TRADE  AGREEMENTS 

1910  Interregional  agreements 

1920  Regional  and  subregional  agreements 

1930  Bilateral  agreements 


2000  PARA-TARIFF  MEASURES 


2100 

2200 

2210 

2220 

2230 

2240 

2250 

2260 

2270 

2290 


CUSTOMS  SURCHARGES 
ADDITIONAL  TAXES  AND  CHARGES 

Tax  on  foreign  exchange  transactions 

Stamp  tax 

Import  licence  fee 

Consular  invoice  fee 

Statistical  tax 

Tax  on  transport  facilities 

Taxes  and  charges  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 
Additional  charges  n.e.s. 


2300 

2310 

2320 

2370 

2390 


INTERNAL  TAXES  AND  CHARGES  LEVIED  ON  IMPORTS 

General  sales  taxes 
Excise  taxes 

Taxes  and  charges  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 
Internal  taxes  and  charges  levied  on  imports  n.e.s. 


2400  DECREED  CUSTOMS  VALUATION 

2900  PARA-TARIFF  MEASURES  N.E.S. 


17  It  should  be  noted  that  at  present  the  Coding  System  covers  only  import  measures  and  that  measures  regarding 
exports  have  not  yet  been  considered.  The  descriptive  notes  of  import  regimes  apply  a  shortened  version  of  this 
Coding  System  by  eliminating  zeroes  and  introducing  a  period  after  the  first  two  digits  of  the  code  number. 

18  The  measures  for  sensitive  product  categories,  with  codes  ending  in  7*,  are  further  subdivided  according  to 
specific  purposes  if  appropriate;  (1)  to  protect  human  health  (71);  (2)  to  protect  animal  health  and  life  (72);  (3) 
to  protect  plant  health  (73);  (4)  to  protect  environment  (74);  (5)  to  protect  wildlife  (75);  (6)  to  control  drug  abuse 
(76);  (7)  to  ensure  human  safety  (77);  (8)  to  ensure  national  security  (78);  and  (9)  for  purposes  n.e.s.  (79). 
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3000 

PRICE  CONTROL  MEASURES 

3100 

3110 

3190 

ADMINISTRATIVE  PRICING 

Minimum  import  prices 

Administrative  pricing  n.e.s. 

3200 

3300 

3310 

3320 

3330 

3340 

3390 

VOLUNTARY  EXPORT  PRICE  RESTRAINT 

VARIABLE  CHARGES 

Variable  levies 

Variable  components 

Compensatory  elements 

Flexible  import  fees 

Variable  charges  n.e.s 

3400 

3410 

3420 

3430 

ANTIDUMPING  MEASURES 

Antidumping  investigations 

Antidumping  duties 

Price  undertakings 

3500 

3510 

3520 

3530 

COUNTERVAILING  MEASURES 

Countervailing  investigations 

Countervailing  duties 

Price  undertakings 

3900 

PRICE  CONTROL  MEASURES  N.E.S. 

4000 

FINANCE  MEASURES 

410C 

4110 

4120 

4130 

4170 

4190 

ADVANCE  PAYMENT  REQUIREMENTS 

Advance  import  deposit 

Cash  margin  requirement 

Advance  payment  of  customs  duties 

Refundable  deposits  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 
Advance  payment  requirements  n.e.s. 

4200 

4300 

4310 

4320 

4390 

MULTIPLE  EXCHANGE  RATES 

RESTRICTIVE  OFFICIAL  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  ALLOCATION 

Prohibition  of  foreign  exchange  allocation 

Bank  authorization 

Restrictive  official  foreign  exchange  allocation  n.e.s. 

4500 

4600 

4900 

REGULATIONS  CONCERNING  TERMS  OF  PAYMENT  FOR  IMPORTS 
TRANSFER  DELAYS,  QUEUING 

FINANCE  MEASURES  N.E.S. 

5000 

AUTOMATIC  LICENSING  MEASURES 

5100 

5200 

5210 

5220 

5270 

AUTOMATIC  LICENCE 

IMPORT  MONITORING 

Retrospective  surveillance 

Prior  surveillance 

Prior  surveillance  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 

5700 

5900 

SURRENDER  REQUIREMENT 

AUTOMATIC  LICENSING  MEASURES  N.E.S. 

6110 

6120 

6130 

6131 

6132 

6140 

6141 

6142 

6143 

6150 

6151 

6152 

6160 

6170 

6180 

6190 

00 

6210 

6211 

6212 

6220 

6230 

6240 

6250 

6270 

6280 

6290 

00 

6310 

6320 

6330 

6340 

6350 

6370 

6380 

6390 

00 

6610 

6620 

6630 

6631 

6632 

6633 

6640 

6641 

6642 

6643 

6690 

DO 

6710 
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QUANTITY  CONTROL  MEASURES 

NON-AUTOMATIC  LICENSING 

Licence  with  no  specific  ex-ante  criteria 
Licence  for  selected  purchasers 
Licence  for  specified  use 
Linked  with  export  trade 
For  purposes  other  than  exports 
Licence  linked  with  local  production 
Purchase  of  local  goods 
Local  content  requirement 
Barter  or  counter  trade 

Licence  linked  with  non-official  foreign  exchange 
External  foreign  exchange 
Importers'  own  foreign  exchange 

Licence  combined  with  or  replaced  by  special  import  authorization 
Prior  authorization  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 

Licence  for  political  reasons 
Non-automatic  licensing  n.e.s. 

QUOTAS 

Global  quotas 
Unallocated 

Allocated  to  exporting  countries 
Bilateral  quotas 
Seasonal  quotas 

Quotas  linked  with  export  performance 
Quotas  linked  with  purchase  of  local  goods 
Quotas  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 

Quotas  for  political  reasons 
Quotas  n.e.s. 

PROHIBITIONS 

Total  prohibition 

Suspension  of  issuance  of  licences 
Seasonal  prohibition 
Temporary  prohibition 
Import  diversification 

Prohibition  for  sensitive  product  categories^® 

Prohibition  for  political  reasons  (embargo) 

Prohibitions  n.e.s. 

EXPORT  RESTRAINT  ARRANGEMENTS 

Voluntary  export  restraint  arrangements 
Orderly  marketing  arrangements 
Multifibre  arrangement  (MFA) 

Quota  agreement 
Consultation  agreement 
Administrative  co-operation  agreement 
Export  restraint  arrangements  on  textiles  outside  MFA 
Quota  agreement 
Consultation  agreement 
Administrative  co-operation  agreement 
Export  restraint  arrangements  n.e.s. 

ENTERPRISE-SPECIFIC  RESTRICTIONS 

Selective  approval  of  importers 
Enterprise-specific  quota 
Enterprise-specific  restrictions  n.e.s. 

QUANTITY  CONTROL  MEASURES  N.E.S. 


16 


Directory  of  Import  Regimes 


7000  MONOPOLISTIC  MEASURES 


7100 

7110 

7120 

7170 

SINGLE  CHANNEL  FOR  IMPORTS 

State  trading  administration 

Sole  importing  agency 

Single  channel  for  imports  for  sensitive  product  categoriesdnrefrefid 

7200 

7210 

7220 

COMPULSORY  NATIONAL  SERVICES 

Compulsory  national  insurance 

Compulsory  national  transport 

7900 

MONOPOLISTIC  MEASURES  N.E.S. 

8000  TECHNICAL  MEASURES 


8100 

8110 

8120 

8130 

8140 

8150 

8160 

8190 

TECHNICAL  REGULATIONS 

Product  characteristics  requirements^^ 

Marking  requirements^® 

Labelling  requirements^® 

Packaging  requirements^® 

Testing,  inspection  and  quarantine  requirements’® 

Information  requirements’® 

^  Technical  regulations  n.e.s.’® 

8200 

8300 

8400 

8900 

PRE-SHIPMENT  INSPECTION 

SPECIAL  CUSTOMS  FORMALITIES 

OBLIGATION  TO  RETURN  USED  PRODUCT 

TECHNICAL  MEASURES  N.E.S. 

19  The  technical  regulation  requirements  are  subdivided  according  to  specific  purposes,  likewise  as  the  measures 
for  sensitive  product  categories  (See  previous  footnote),  8111,  8121,  etc.  for  protection  of  human  health;  8112, 
8122,  etc.  for  protection  of  animal  health  and  life,  etc. 
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E.  WORKING  DEFINITIONS  FOR  TRADE  CONTROL  MEASURES 


This  section  presents  working  definitions  for  the  trade  control  measures  included 
in  the  Database,  together  with  their  corresponding  code  number.  The  measures  are 
classified  under  broad  categories  according  to  their  nature.  Within  the  broad  catego¬ 
ries,  the  measures  are  further  subdivided  according  to  their  characteristics.  Special 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  measures  for  sensitive  product  categories  and  technical 
regulations,  which  are  subdivided  according  to  their  corresponding  objectives,  i.e.,  for 
the  protection  of  human  health,  animal  health  and  life,  plant  health,  the  environment 
and  wildlife,  to  control  drug  abuse,  to  ensure  human  safety  and  to  ensure  national  se¬ 
curity.  When  utilizing  information  from  the  Database,  any  subset  of  individual  measures 
can  be  selected  and  regrouped,  according  to  the  specific  purposes  of  each  analysis. 


1.  TARIFF  MEASURES 


Tariff  measures  serve  either  to  raise  fiscal  revenue  or  to  protect  domestic  industry 
from  foreign  competition  and  are  applied  when  a  product  crosses  the  boundary  of  a 
customs  area.  These  measures  increase  the  import  price  by  a  fixed  percentage  or  by 
a  fixed  amount,  calculated  respectively  on  the  basis  of  the  value  {Ad  valorem  tariffs) 
and  the  physical  quantity  (specific  tariffs). 


1100  Statutory  customs  duties 

Basic  duties  as  laid  down  in  the  provisions  of  the  customs  tariff  law,  often 
defined  also  as  general  duties.  Almost  all  countries  apply  in  practice  the 
MFN  duties  (1200)  as  general  duties,  while  few  countries  apply  duties  higher 
than  MFN  duties. 

1200  MFN  duties 

Defining  the  General  Most-Favoured-Nation  Treatment,  GATT  (Article  I)  states 
that  "any  advantage,  favour,  privilege  or  immunity  granted  by  any  contracting 
party  to  any  product  originating  in  or  destined  for  any  other  country  shall  be 
accorded  immediately  and  unconditionally  to  the  like  product  originating  in 
or  destined  for  the  territories  of  all  other  contracting  parties".  In  practice,  the 
MFN  treatment  is  no  longer  limited  to  GATT  contracting  parties  but  applicable 
to  other  trading  partners. 

1300  GATT  ceiling  duties 

Maximum  duties  that  may  be  applied  by  a  GATT  contracting  party  to  other 
parties,  which  have  been  bound  against  concessions  as  a  result  of  GATT  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

1400  Tariff  quota  duties 

Rates  applicable  to  a  quota  of  imports  under  a  given  tariff  heading,  whereas 
higher  rates  are  charged  on  imports  which  exceed  the  quota  amount;  quota 
may  be  defined  in  terms  of  quantity  or  value. 

1500  Seasonal  duties 

Duties  applicable  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  usually  to  agricultural 
products. 
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1600  Temporary  reduced  duties 

Duties  intended  to  stimulate  local  consumption  or  production.  These  duties 
may  be  applied  to  all  imports  under  a  given  tariff  heading  or  only  to  industrial 
inputs,  investment  goods,  etc.  for  specific  purposes. 

1700  Temporary  increased  duties 

Rates  on  specific  articles  to  retaliate  against  actions  by  trading  partners  or 
to  provide  import  relief  (safeguard  actions). 

1900  Preferential  duties  under  trade  agreements 

Duties  applicable  in  trade  under  multilateral  or  bilateral  trade  agreements  or 
duties  extended  without  reciprocity  by  one  group  of  countries  to  another 
group  of  countries  (e.g.  the  Generalized  System  of  Preferences).  These  du¬ 
ties  may  be  applied  with  no  limitation  of  quantity  or  may  be  linked  to  prefer¬ 
ential  tariff  quotas. 


2.  PARA-TARIFF  MEASURES 


Other  measures  that  increase  the  cost  of  imports  in  a  manner  similar  to  tariff 
measures,  i.e.  by  a  fixed  percentage  or  by  a  fixed  amount,  calculated  respectively  on 
the  basis  of  the  value  and  the  quantity,  are  known  as  para-tariff  measures.  Four  groups 
are  distinguished;  customs  surcharges;  additional  charges;  internal  taxes  and  charges 
levied  on  imports;  and  decreed  customs  valuation. 

2100  Customs  surcharges 

The  customs  surcharge,  also  called  surtax  or  additional  duty,  is  an  ad  hoc 
trade  policy  instrument  to  raise  fiscal  revenue  or  to  protect  domestic 
industry. 

2200  Additional  charges 

Additional  charges,  which  are  levied  on  imported  goods  in  addition  to  cus¬ 
toms  duties  and  surcharges  and  which  have  no  internal  equivalent,  comprise 
various  taxes  and  fees.  The  category  of  additional  charges  includes  the  tax 
on  foreign  exchange  transactions,  stamp  tax,  import  licence  fee,  consular 
invoice  fee,  statistical  tax,  tax  on  transport  facilities  and  charges  for  sensi¬ 
tive  product  categories.  Various  other  taxes,  such  as  the  export  promotion 
fund  tax,  taxes  for  the  special  funds,  the  municipal  tax,  registration  fee  on 
imported  motor  vehicles,  customs  formality  tax,  etc.,  are  classified  as  addi¬ 
tional  charges,  n.e.s.  It  should  be  noted  that  Article  VIII  of  GATT  states  that 
fees  and  charges  other  than  customs  duties  and  internal  taxes  "shall  be  lim¬ 
ited  in  amount  to  the  approximate  cost  of  services  rendered  and  shall  not 
represent  an  indirect  protection  to  domestic  products  or  a  taxation  of  imports 
or  exports  for  fiscal  purposes." 

2300  Internal  taxes  and  charges  levied  on  imports 

GATT  Article  III  permits  the  application  of  internal  taxes  to  imports;  however, 
these  taxes  should  not  be  applied  so  as  to  afford  protection  to  domestic  pro¬ 
duction.  The  general  sales  tax  levied  on  imports  is  the  equivalent  of  those 
internal  taxes  that  are  applied  to  all  or  most  products.  Three  types  of  internal 
taxes  can  be  distinguished;  first,  the  one  commonly  known  as  sales  tax, 
which  is  an  ad  valorem  tax  based  on  the  gross  receipts  of  sales  of  goods, 
collected  at  regular  intervals  from  traders;  secondly,  the  turnover  tax  or 
multiple  sales  tax,  which  is  a  tax  imposed  at  more  than  one  level  of 
production  and  distribution  and  is  based  on  gross  receipts,  resulting  in  a 
cumulation  of  taxes;  thirdly,  the  value-added  tax  which  is  a  modified  turnover 
tax  based  on  the  net  value  added  instead  of  on  the  gross  receipts,  avoiding 
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cumulation  of  taxes  and  not  affecting  the  price  structure  and  the  allocation 
of  resources. 

The  excise  tax  levied  on  imports  is  the  equivalent  of  the  excise  tax  on  do¬ 
mestic  products,  which  is  an  internal  tax  imposed  on  selected  types  of  com¬ 
modities,  usually  of  a  luxurious  or  non-essential  nature,  such  as  alcoholic 
beverages  and  tobacco.  This  tax  is  levied  either  ad  valorem  or  on  a  specific 
basis,  separate  from,  and  in  addition  to,  the  general  sales  taxes.  Sumptuary 
taxes,  luxury  taxes,  commodity  or  consumption  taxes  all  have  the  same 
nature  as  the  excise  tax.  Therefore,  for  database  purposes,  all  such  taxes  are 
coded  as  excise  taxes.  In  some  countries,  the  consumption  tax  is  similar  to 
a  sales  tax,  being  applicable  to  all  products,  while  in  other  countries 
generally  applied  taxes  are  sometimes  called  excise  taxes,  in  both  of  which 
cases  these  taxes  are  classified  under  code  2310. 

Charges  for  sensitive  product  categories  include  emission  charges,  product 
taxes  and  administrative  charges.  These  latter  charges  are  meant  to  recover 
the  costs  of  administrative  control  systems.  These  various  charges  normally 
have  an  internal  equivalent.  Certain  internal  taxes  which  cannot  be  clearly 
identified  as  sales  taxes,  for  instance  the  equalization  tax  on  industrial 
inputs,  the  business  tax  based  on  a  fixed  profit  rate,  etc.,  are  classified  for 
pragmatic  reasons  as  internal  taxes  and  charges  levied  on  imports,  n.e.s. 

2400  Decreed  customs  valuation 

Customs  duties  and  other  charges  on  selected  imports  can  be  levied  on  the 
basis  of  a  decreed  value  of  goods  (the  so-called  "valeur  mercuriale"  in 
French).  This  practice  is  presented  as  a  means  to  avoid  fraud  or  to  protect 
domestic  industry.  The  decreed  value  de  facto  transforms  an  ad  valorem 
duty  into  a  specific  duty. 


3.  PRICE  CONTROL  MEASURES 


Measures  intended  to  control  the  prices  of  imported  articles  for  the  following  rea¬ 
sons;  (i)  to  sustain  domestic  prices  of  certain  products  when  the  import  price  is  inferior 
to  the  sustained  price;  (ii)  to  establish  the  domestic  price  of  certain  products  because 
of  price  fluctuation  in  the  domestic  market  or  price  instability  in  the  foreign  market;  and 
(iii)  to  counteract  the  damage  caused  by  the  application  of  unfair  practices  of  foreign 
trade. 

Most  of  these  measures  affect  the  cost  of  imports  in  a  variable  amount  calculated 
on  the  basis  of  the  existing  difference  between  two  prices  of  the  same  product,  com¬ 
pared  for  control  purposes.  The  measures  initially  adopted  can  be  administrative  fixing 
of  prices  and  voluntary  restriction  of  the  minimum  price  level  of  exports  or  investigation 
of  prices,  to  subsequently  arrive  at  one  of  the  following  adjustment  mechanisms:  sus¬ 
pension  of  import  licences;  application  of  variable  charges,  antidumping  measures  or 
countervailing  duties. 

3100  Administrative  price  fixing 

By  administrative  price  fixing,  the  authorities  of  the  importing  country  take 
into  account  the  domestic  prices  of  the  producer  or  consumer;  establish  floor 
and  ceiling  price  limits;  or  revert  to  determined  international  market  values. 
Various  terms  are  used,  depending  on  the  country  or  sector,  to  denominate 
the  different  administrative  price  fixing  methods,  such  as  official  prices,  min¬ 
imum  import  prices  or  basic  import  prices. 

3200  Voluntary  export  price  restraint 

A  restraint  arrangement  in  which  the  exporter  agrees  to  keep  the  price  of  his 
goods  above  a  certain  level. 
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3300  Variable  charges 

Variable  charges  bring  the  market  prices  of  imported  agricultural  and  food 
products  close  to  those  of  corresponding  domestic  products,  in  advance,  for 
a  given  period  of  time,  and  for  a  pre-established  price.  These  prices  are 
known  as  reference  prices,  threshold  prices  or  trigger  prices.  Primary  com¬ 
modities  may  be  charged  per  total  weight,  while  charges  on  processed 
foodstuffs  can  be  levied  in  proportion  to  the  primary  product  contents  in  the 
final  product.  In  the  case  of  the  European  Union,  the  charges  applied  to  pri¬ 
mary  products  as  such  are  called  variable  levies  and  those  as  part  of  a 
processed  product,  variable  components. 

3400  Antidumping  measures 

Antidumping  measures  may  be  taken  after  an  investigation  by  the  investi¬ 
gating  authority  of  the  importing  country  has  led  to  a  determination  of 
dumping  and  material  injury  resulting  therefrom.  It  is  considered  that 
dumping  takes  place  when  a  product  is  introduced  into  the  commerce  of  an 
importing  country  at  less  than  its  normal  value,  i.e.  if  the  export  price  of  the 
product  exported  is  less  than  the  comparable  price,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  trade,  for  the  like  product  when  destined  for  consumption  in  the  exporting 
country.  Antidumping  measures  may  take  the  form  of  antidumping  duties  or 
of  price^undertakings. 

3410  Antidumping  investigations 

Antidumping  investigations  into  dumping  and  injury  are  conducted  by  the 
investigating  authority  of  the  importing  country  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Article  VI  of  the  GATT  Antidumping  Code.  During  the  period  of 
investigations,  provisional  antidumping  measures  may  be  applied. 

3420  Antidumping  duties 

Duties  levied  on  certain  goods  originating  from  (a)  specific  trading  partner(s) 

to  offset  the  dumping  margin.  Duty  rates  are  generally  enterprise-specific. 

3430  Antidumping  price  undertakings 

Undertakings  may  be  offered  by  exporters  to  avoid  the  imposition  of  anti¬ 
dumping  duties.  They  may  be  accepted  by  the  investigating  authority  of  the 
importing  country  if  the  exporter  is  prepared  to  revise  his  prices  or  ceases 
to  export  at  dumped  prices  so  that  the  injurious  effect  of  the  dumping  is 
eliminated. 

3500  Countervailing  measures 

Countervailing  measures  may  be  taken  after  an  investigation  by  the  investi¬ 
gating  authority  of  the  importing  country  has  led  to  a  determination  that  the 
imported  goods  are  benefiting  from  subsidies,  and  that  they  result  in  injury. 
Countervailing  measures  may  take  the  form  of  countervailing  duties  or 
undertakings  by  the  exporting  firms  or  by  the  authorities  of  the  subsidizing 
country. 

3510  Countervailing  investigations 

Countervailing  investigations  on  subsidization  and  injury  are  conducted  by 
the  investigating  authority  of  the  importing  country  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Article  VI  of  GATT  and  the  GATT  Subsidies  Code. 

3520  Countervailing  duties 

Duties  levied  on  certain  goods  originating  from  (a)  specific  trading  partner(s) 
to  offset  the  amount  of  subsidization  granted  on  the  production  or  export  of 
these  goods. 
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3530  Countervailing  undertakings 

Undertakings  may  be  offered  by  exporters  or  by  the  authorities  of  the  ex¬ 
porting  country  to  avoid  the  imposition  of  countervailing  duties.  Under¬ 
takings  by  the  exporters  may  be  accepted  by  the  investigating  authority  of  the 
importing  country  if  the  exporter  is  prepared  to  revise  his  prices  or  re¬ 
nounces  the  benefit  of  the  subsidies  so  that  the  injurious  effect  of  the  subsi¬ 
dies  is  eliminated.  Undertakings  by  the  authorities  of  the  exporting 
subsidizing  country  may  be  accepted  by  the  investigating  authority  if  the 
subsidizing  country  is  prepared  to  eliminate  or  modify  its  subsidy  practices 
so  as  to  eliminate  their  injurious  effect,  or  otherwise  act  to  eliminate  such 
injurious  effect. 


4.  FINANCE  MEASURES 


Measures  that  regulate  the  access  to  and  cost  of  foreign  exchange  for  imports  and 
define  the  terms  of  payment.  They  may  increase  the  import  cost  in  a  fashion  similar  to 
tariff  measures. 

4100  Advance  payment  requirements 

Advance  payment  of  the  value  of  the  import  transaction  and/or  related  import 
taxes,  which  is  required  at  the  moment  of  the  application  for,  or  the  issuance 
of,  the  import  licence. 

4110  Advance  import  deposits 

Obligation  to  deposit  a  percentage  of  the  value  of  the  import  transaction  for 
a  given  time  period  in  advance  of  the  imports,  with  no  allowance  for  interest 
to  be  accrued  on  the  deposit. 

4120  Cash  margin  requirement 

Obligation  to  deposit  the  total  amount  corresponding  to  the  transaction  value, 
or  a  specified  part  of  it,  in  a  commercial  bank,  before  the  opening  of  a  letter 
of  credit;  payment  may  be  required  in  foreign  currency. 

4130  Advance  payment  of  customs  duties 

Advance  payment  of  the  totality  or  a  part  of  customs  duties,  with  no  allow¬ 
ance  for  interest  to  be  accrued. 

4170  Refundable  deposits  for  sensitive  product  categories 

The  deposit  refunds  are  charges  which  are  refunded  when  the  used  products 
or  its  containers  are  returned  to  a  collection  system. 

4200  Multiple  exchange  rates 

Varying  exchange  rates  for  imports,  depending  on  the  product  category. 
Usually,  the  official  rate  is  reserved  for  essential  commodities  while  the  other 
goods  must  be  paid  at  commercial  rates  or  occasionally  by  buying  foreign 
exchange  through  auctions. 

4300  Restrictive  official  foreign  exchange  allocation 

Restrictive  allocation  of  foreign  exchange  intended  to  control  import  flows, 
usually  executed  by  the  central  bank  in  the  form  of  permits,  visas,  authori¬ 
zations,  etc.  Sometimes  takes  the  form  of  prohibition  of  foreign  exchange 
allocation. 
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4500  Regulations  concerning  terms  of  payment  for  imports 

Special  regulations  regarding  the  terms  of  payment  of  imports  and  the  ob¬ 
taining  and  use  of  credit  (foreign  or  domestic)  to  finance  imports. 

4600  Transfer  delays,  queuing 

Minimum  permitted  delays  between  the  date  of  delivery  of  goods  and  that  of 
final  settlement  of  the  import  transaction  (usually  90,  180  or  360  days  for 
consumer  goods  and  industrial  inputs  and  two  to  five  years  for  capital 
goods).  Queuing  takes  place  when  the  prescribed  delays  cannot  be  observed 
because  of  foreign  exchange  shortage,  and  transactions  are  settled  succes¬ 
sively  after  a  longer  waiting  period. 


5.  AUTOMATIC  LICENSING  MEASURES 


Measures  of  a  formal  character  only,  which  do  not  involve  a  restriction. 


5100  Automatic  licence 

Freely-granted  approval  of  the  application  for  imports.  Sometimes  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  open  general  or  liberal  licence. 

5200  Import  monitoring 

Monitoring  of  the  import  trends  of  specified  products,  sometimes  through  in¬ 
scription  in  a  register.  It  may  be  applied  with  the  purpose  of  signalling  con¬ 
cern  over  import  surges  and  to  persuade  trading  partners  to  reduce  export 
growth.  It  may  also  be  applied  for  environmental  purposes.  Sometimes  it  is 
a  precursor  to  import  restraints. 


6.  QUANTITY  CONTROL  MEASURES 


Measures  intended  to  restrain  the  quantity  of  imports  of  any  particular  good,  from 
all  sources  or  from  specified  sources  of  supply,  either  through  restrictive  licensing,  fix¬ 
ing  of  a  predetermined  quota  or  through  prohibitions. 

6100  Non-automatic  licensing 

The  practice  to  require,  as  a  prior  condition  to  importation,  an  import  licence 
which  is  not  granted  automatically.  The  licence  may  either  be  issued  on  a 
discretionary  basis  or  may  depend  on  specific  criteria. 

6110  Licence  with  no  specific  ex-ante  criteria 

Licence  depending  on  the  judgement  of  the  issuing  authority,  sometimes  also 
referred  to  as  a  discretionary  licence. 

6120  Licence  for  selected  purchasers 

Licence  issued  on  certain  goods  only  to  specific  categories  of  importers,  e.g. 
manufacturers,  service  industry,  governmental  departments,  etc.  The  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  limit  imports  by  restraining  direct  consumption,  while  providing  the 
local  processing  industry  with  the  necessary  inputs. 

6130  Licence  for  specific  use 

Licence  limited  to  operations  generating  anticipated  benefit  in  important  do¬ 
mains  of  the  economy,  such  as  export  production,  investment  projects,  etc. 
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6140 

6141 

6142 

6143 

6150 

6160 

6170 

6200 

6210 

6220 

6230 

6240 


Licence  linked  with  local  production 

Compulsory  linkage  of  imports  with  local  market  outputs. 

Purchase  of  local  goods 

Licence  granted  under  the  condition  of  the  purchase  of  a  share  of  locally 
produced  goods  which  are  similar  to  the  imported  goods. 

Local  content  requirement 

Licence  granted  under  the  condition  that  a  certain  product  will  include  a 
specific  percentage  of  local  inputs. 

Barter  or  counter  trade 

Swap  of  goods  in  kind. 

Licence  linked  with  non-official  foreign  exchange 

Licence  granted  if  official  foreign  exchange  is  not  required.  This  case  in¬ 
cludes  imports  under  technical  assistance  projects  and  other  sources  of  ex¬ 
ternal  foreign  exchange,  as  well  as  imports  paid  from  the  importer's  own 
foreign  exchange  holdings. 

Licence  combined  with  or  replaced  by  special  import  authorization 

In  addition  to  or  instead  of  a  licence  issued  by  the  main  licensing  body 
(usually  the  ministry  of  trade)  according  to  the  above  specified  criteria  (see 
6110-6150),  a  special  import  authorization  or  an  inscription  in  a  register  is 
required  by  a  specialized  authority  which  is  coordinating  a  sector  of  the  do¬ 
mestic  economy  (ministry  of  industry,  ministry  of  agriculture,  etc.). 

Prior  authorization  for  sensitive  product  categories 

Prior  authorization  subject  to  registered  inscription,  provision  of  information 
or  other  admission  procedures  required  as  a  condition  for  undertaking  im¬ 
ports  of  goods  subject  to  health  and  safety  regulations,  provisions  of  inter¬ 
national  treaties  on  environmental  and  wildlife  protection,  etc. 

Quotas 

Restriction  of  imports  of  specified  products  by  setting  a  maximum  quantity 
or  value  of  goods  authorized  for  import. 

Global  quotas 

Quotas  of  imports  of  specific  products  set  as  a  total  quantity  or  value.  The 
quotas  can  be  either  unallocated,  i.e.  goods  may  be  imported  from  all  origins; 
or  allocated  by  individual  exporting  countries.  The  global  quotas  may  either 
be  distributed  among  individual  importers  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis 
or  be  allocated  in  advance  to  detemined  importers,  often  in  proportion  to 
their  former  performance. 

Bilateral  quotas 

Quotas  of  imports  reserved  for  a  specific  country. 

Seasonal  quotas 

Quotas  of  imports  for  a  given  period  of  the  year,  usually  set  for  certain  agri¬ 
cultural  goods. 

Quotas  linked  with  export  performance 

Quotas  of  imports  defined  as  a  percentage  of  the  value  of  exported  goods. 
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Quotas  linked  with  the  purchase  of  local  goods 

Quotas  defined  as  a  percentage  of  the  value  of  locally  purchased  goods 
similar  to  the  imported  articles. 

Quotas  for  sensitive  product  categories 

Quotas  determined  for  reasons  of  protection  of  human  health,  animal  health 
and  life  or  plant  health,  the  environment,  wildlife  and  to  ensure  human  safety 
and  to  control  drug  abuse. 

Prohibitions 

Unconditional  interdiction  to  import.  The  so-called  '"prohibition  with  ex¬ 
ceptions"  is  incorporated  in  the  category  of  licensing  which  is  relevant  to  the 
nature  of  the  exception  (see  6100). 

Total  prohibition 

Prohibition  without  further  qualifications.  This  measure  may  be  applied  in 
order  to  utilize  scarce  foreign  exchange  resources  exclusively  for  imports  of 
essential  goods  or  to  protect  domestic  industry  completely  from  foreign 
competition. 

Suspension  of  issuance  of  licences 

A  form  of  de  facto  prohibition,  usually  applied  for  balance-of-payments 
problems  which  are  expected  to  be  of  a  short-term  character. 

Seasonal  prohibition 

Prohibition  of  imports  for  a  given  period  of  the  year,  usually  applied  to  cer¬ 
tain  agricultural  products. 

Temporary  prohibition 

Prohibition  with  decreed  limited  duration. 

Import  diversification 

Prohibition  of  imports  of  certain  goods  from  countries  with  which  the  import¬ 
ing  country  remains  in  a  significant  trade  deficit. 

Prohibition  for  sensitive  product  categories 

Product  or  country-oriented  prohibition  for  reasons  of  protecting  human 
health,  animal  health  and  life  or  plant  health,  the  environment  and  wildlife,  to 
control  drug  abuse  or  ensure  human  safety. 

Prohibition  for  political  reasons  (embargo) 

Prohibition  of  imports  from  a  country  or  group  of  countries,  applied  for  poli¬ 
tical  reasons. 

Export  restraint  arrangements 

By  virtue  of  an  export  restraint  arrangement  between  an  importer  and  an 
exporter,  the  latter  agrees  to  limit  exports  in  order  to  avoid  imposition  of 
mandatory  restrictions  by  the  importing  country.  The  arrangement  may  be 
concluded  at  either  government  or  industry  level.  These  arrangements  are 
known  as  voluntary  export  restraint  arrangements  (VERs),  orderly  marketing 
arrangements,  etc.  They  are  generally  concluded  on  goods  such  as  iron  and 
steel,  machine  tools,  automobiles,  road  transport  equipment,  electronics, 
footwear,  textiles  and  clothing  as  well  as  agricultural  and  food  products.  In 
addition  to  bilateral  arrangements,  there  is  also  the  Multilateral  Multifibre 
Arrangement  (MFA),  officially  known  as  "Arrangement  Regarding  Interna¬ 
tional  Trade  in  Textiles  or  Multifibre  Arrangement",  which  was  negotiated  as 
a  temporary  exception  to  GATT,  so  as  to  regulate  trade  in  textile  products. 
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Since  its  adoption  in  1973,  the  MFA  has  been  reviewed  at  intervals.  The  MFA 
provides  the  framework  and  rules  for  negotiating  bilateral  restraint  agree¬ 
ments.  An  MFA  quota  agreement  establishes  an  export  quota  with  a  growth 
rate.  Quotas  may  be  administered  by  either  the  importing  or  exporting 
country.  Under  an  MFA  consultation  agreement,  quotas  are  not  set  at  the 
moment  of  signature  but  the  agreement  includes  provisions  for  calls  for  con¬ 
sultation  with  a  view  to  introducing  restrictions  in  certain  circumstances.  An 
MFA  administrative  cooperation  agreement  includes  provisions  for  adminis¬ 
trative  cooperation  with  a  view  to  avoiding  disruptions  in  bilateral  trade. 

6700  Enterprise-specific  restrictions 

These  restrictions  may  replace  the  quantitative  restrictions  of  a  general 
character  or  may  be  applied  parallel  to  them.  They  include  such  restrictions 
as  selective  approval  of  importers,  limitations  at  the  enterprise  level  resulting 
from  the  national  import  programme,  value  or  quantity  quotas  for  individual 
enterprises,  etc. 


7.  MONOPOLISTIC  MEASURES 


Measures  which  create  a  monopolistic  situation,  by  giving  exclusive  rights  to  one 
or  a  limited  group  of  economic  operators,  for  either  social,  fiscal  or  economic  reasons. 

7100  Single  channel  for  imports 

All  imports  or  imports  of  selected  commodities  have  to  be  channelled 
through  state-owned  agencies  or  state-controlled  enterprises.  Sometimes 
the  private  sector  may  also  be  granted  exclusive  import  rights. 

7200  Compulsory  national  services 

Government-sanctioned  exclusive  rights  of  national  insurance  and  shipping 
companies  on  all  or  a  specified  share  of  imports. 


8.  TECHNICAL  MEASURES^o 


Measures  referring  to  product  characteristics  such  as  quality,  safety  or  dimen¬ 
sions,  including  the  applicable  administrative  provisions,  terminology,  symbols,  testing 
and  test  methods,  packaging,  marking  and  labelling  requirements  as  they  apply  to  a 
product.  The  technical  regulations  are  subdivided  according  to  specific  purposes, 
likewise  as  the  measures  for  sensitive  product  categories;  811 1 , 8121 ,  etc.  for  protection 
of  human  health;  8112,  8122,  etc.  for  protection  of  animal  health  and  life,  etc. 


8100  Technical  regulations 

Regulations  that  provide  technical  requirements,  either  directly  or  by  refer¬ 
ring  to  or  incorporating  the  content  of  a  standard,  technical  specification  or 
code  of  practice,  in  order  to  protect  human  life  or  health  or  to  protect  animal 
life  or  health  (sanitary  regulation);  to  protect  plant  health  (phytosanitary  reg¬ 
ulation);  to  protect  the  environment  and  to  protect  wildlife;  to  ensure  human 
safety;  to  ensure  national  security;  to  prevent  deceptive  practices. 

The  regulation  may  be  supplemented  by  technical  guidance  that  outlines 
some  means  of  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulation,  including 
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Based  on  GATT,  MTN/FA,  Final  Act  Embodying  the  Results  of  the  Uruguay  Round  of  Multilateral  Trade  Negoti¬ 
ations,  15  December  1993. 
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8140 
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8160 


8200 
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administrative  provisions  for  customs  clearance,  such  as  prior  registration 
of  the  importer  or  obligation  to  present  a  certificate  issued  by  relevant  gov¬ 
ernmental  services  in  the  country  of  origin  of  the  goods.  In  certain  cases,  a 
prior  recognition  of  the  exporter  or  certificate  issuing  service  by  the  import¬ 
ing  country  is  also  required. 

Product  characteristics  requirements 

Technical  specifications  prescribing  technical  requirements  to  be  fulfilled  by 
a  product. 

Marking  requirements 

Measures  defining  the  information  for  transport  and  customs,  that  the  pack¬ 
aging  of  goods  should  carry  (country  of  origin,  weight,  special  symbols  for 
dangerous  substances,  etc.). 

Labelling  requirements 

Measures  regulating  the  kind  and  size  of  printing  on  packages  and  labels  and 
defining  the  information  that  may  or  should  be  provided  to  the  consumer. 

Packaging  requirements 

Measures  regulating  the  mode  in  which  goods  must  be  or  cannot  be  packed, 
in  conformity  with  the  importing  country  handling  equipment  or  for  other 
reasons,  and  defining  the  packaging  materials  to  be  used. 

Testing,  inspection  and  quarantine  requirements 

Compulsory  testing  of  product  samples  by  a  designated  laboratory  in  the 
importing  country,  inspection  of  goods  by  health  authorities  prior  to  release 
from  customs  or  a  quarantine  requirement  in  respect  of  live  animals  and 
plants. 

Information  requirements 

A  measure  that  obliges  detailed  information  to  be  provided  on  the  product, 
such  as  enumeration  of  the  contents  or  advisory  notes  for  use  and  disposal. 

Pre-shipment  inspection 

Compulsory  quality,  quantity  and  price  control  of  goods  prior  to  shipment 
from  the  exporting  country,  effected  by  an  inspecting  agency  mandated  by 
the  authorities  of  the  importing  country.  Price  control  is  intended  to  avoid 
underinvoicing  and  overinvoicing,  so  that  customs  duties  are  not  evaded  or 
foreign  exchange  is  not  being  drained. 

Special  customs  formalities 

Formalities  which  are  not  clearly  related  to  the  administration  of  any  meas¬ 
ure  applied  by  the  given  importing  country  such  as  the  obligation  to  submit 
more  detailed  product  information  than  normally  required  on  the  basis  of  a 
customs  declaration,  the  requirement  to  use  specific  points  of  entry,  etc.. 

Obligation  to  return  used  product 

A  measure  that  obliges  the  return  of  the  product  after  use. 
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ANNEX  I 


MULTILATERAL  TREATIES  WITH  IMPORTANT  TRADE  PROVISIONS 
FOR  SENSITIVE  PRODUCT  CATEGORIES 


1:  The  1985  Vienna  Convention  on  the  Protection  of  the  Ozone  Layer, 

the  1987  Montreal  Protocol  on  Substances  that  Deplete  the  Ozone  Layer, 

and  the  London  and  Copenhagen  Amendments  thereto  of  1990  and  1992. 


The  protection  of  the  ozone  layer  is  regulated  by  the  1985  Vienna  Convention  on 
the  Protection  of  the  Ozone  Layer,  the  1987  Montreal  Protocol  on  Substances  that  De¬ 
plete  the  Ozone  Layer,  and  the  1990  London  and  1992  Copenhagen  Amendments  to  the 
latter  Protocol.  The  1985  Convention  established  a  general  framework  for  the  pro¬ 
tection.  The  subsequent  1987  Montreal  Protocol  and  its  amendments  have  significant 
implications  for  trade  in  substances  that  deplete  the  layer.  The  control  measures  en¬ 
visaged  by  the  Protocol  (Article  2),  are  as  follows; 

•  (i)  Any  Party  may,  for  one  or  more  control  periods,  transfer  to  another  Party  any 
portion  of  its  calculated  level  of  production  set  out  in  Article  2A  to  2E,  provided  that 
the  total  combined  calculated  levels  of  production  of  the  Parties  concerned  for  any 
group  of  controlled  substances  do  not  exceed  the  production  limits  set  out  in  those 
Articles  for  that  group.  Such  transfer  of  production  shall  be  notified  to  the 
Secretariat  by  each  of  the  Parties  concerned,  stating  the  terms  of  such  transfer  and 
the  period  for  which  it  is  to  apply. 

•  (ii)  Any  Parties  which  are  member  States  of  a  regional  economic  integration  or¬ 
ganization  as  defined  in  Article  1  (6)  of  the  Convention  may  agree  that  they  shall 
jointly  fulfil  their  obligations  respecting  consumption  under  this  Article  and  Articles 
2A  to  2E  provided  that  their  total  combined  calculated  level  of  consumption  does 
not  exceed  the  levels  required  by  this  Article  and  Articles  2A  to  2E. 

•  (iii)  Such  agreement  will  become  operative  only  if  all  member  States  of  the  regional 
economic  integration  organization  and  the  organization  concerned  are  Parties  to 
the  Protocol  and  have  notified  the  secretariat  of  their  manner  of  implementation. 

•  (iv)  In  the  London  amendment,  Parties  agree  to  adopt  a  new  Annex  B  to  the  Pro¬ 
tocol  which  extended  control  to  10  CFCs,  Carbon  Tetrachloride  and  Methyl 
Chloroform,  substances  not  previously  covered  by  the  Protocol. 

Parties  also  agree  to  adopt  a  new  Annex  C  comprising  transitional  substances. 

The  Copenhagen  amendment  sets  a  new  time-table  for  the  reduction  and  phase-out 
of  production  and  consumption  of  fully  Halogenated  CFCs  (Group  I  Annex  A  and 
Group  I  Annex  B)  by  the  end  of  1995,  Halons  (Group  II  Annex  A)  by  the  end  of  1993 
and  Carbon  Tetrachloride  (Group  II  Annex  B)  by  the  end  of  1995.  The  production 
and  consumption  of  Methyl  Chloroform  (Group  III  Annex  B)  is  to  be  phased  out  by 
the  year  2005. 

•  (v)  As  of  1  January  1990,  each  Party  shall  ban  the  import  of  the  controlled  sub¬ 
stances  in  Annex  A  from  any  State  not  Party  to  this  Protocol. 

Within  one  year  of  the  date  of  the  entry  into  force  of  the  amendment,  each  Party 
shall  ban  the  import  of  the  controlled  substances  in  Annex  B  from  any  State  not 
Party  to  this  Protocol. 
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(vi)  As  of  1  January  1993,  each  Party  shall  ban  the  export  of  any  controlled  sub¬ 
stances  in  Annex  A  to  any  State  not  Party  to  this  Protocol. 

Commencing  one  year  after  the  date  of  entry  into  force  of  the  amendment,  each 
Party  shall  ban  the  export  of  any  controlled  substances  in  Annex  B  to  any  State  not 
Party  to  this  Protocol. 

(vii)  Each  Party  undertakes  to  the  fullest  practicable  extent  to  discourage  the  export 
to  any  State  not  Party  to  this  Protocol  of  technology  for  producing  and  for  utilizing 
controlled  substances. 

(viii)  Any  Party  that  is  a  developing  country  and  whose  annual  calculated  level  of 
consumption  of  the  controlled  substances  in  Annex  A  is  less  than  0.3  kilograms  per 
capita  on  the  date  of  the  entry  into  force  of  the  Protocol  for  it,  or  any  time  thereafter 
until  1  January  1999  shall,  in  order  to  meet  its  basic  domestic  needs,  be  entitled  to 
delay  for  ten  years  its  compliance  with  the  control  measures  set  out  in  Articles  2A 
to  2E. 


2:  CITES:  Convention  on  International  Trade  in  Endangered 

_  Species  of  Wild  Fauna  and  Flora,  1973 

An  important  international  treaty  to  protect  wildlife  is  the  CITES  Convention,  also 
known  as  the  Washington  Convention.  CITES  is  a  multilateral  convention  to  protect 
certain  species  of  plants  and  animals  from  over-exploitation  through  international  trade. 
CITES  regulates  international  trade  in  species  that  are  either  threatened  with  extinction 
or  may  become  endangered  if  their  trade  is  not  regulated.  Species  to  be  regulated  are 
divided  into  three  categories:  (1)  those  threatened  with  extinction  (trade  in  these  spe¬ 
cies  is  authorized  only  in  exceptional  circumstances)  -Appendix  1;  (2)  those  that  may 
become  endangered  unless  trade  is  regulated  -  Appendix  M;  (3)  those  that  a  Party 
identifies  as  being  subject  to  regulation  within  its  own  jurisdiction  and  as  requiring 
international  cooperation  to  control  trade  -  Appendix  III. 

In  general,  trade  in  species  that  are,  or  could  become,  threatened  with  extinction 
is  regulated  through  a  system  of  export  and  import  permits  as  defined  in  articles  lll-V. 
A  Party  State  is  authorized  to  issue  export  and  import  permits  only  if  a  "Scientific  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  State"  has  determined  that  the  export  or  import  of  a  specimen  "will  not  be 
detrimental  to  the  survival  of  that  species".  For  export  permits,  a  "Management  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  State"  must  be  satisfied  (1)  that  the  specimens  would  be  transported  in 
such  a  way  as  to  "minimize  risk  of  injury,  damage  to  health  or  cruel  treatment";  (2)  that 
the  export  of  the  specimen  is  legal  under  the  country's  laws,  and  for  species  threatened 
with  extinction;  (3)  an  import  permit  has  been  granted  by  the  country  of  destination. 
Before  issuing  an  import  permit,  a  country  must  determine  that  the  specimen  will  not 
be  used  for  commercial  purposes  and  that  the  proposed  recipient  of  a  living  specimen 
has  a  suitable  environment  for  housing  that  specimen.  Article  VII  provides  specific  ex¬ 
emptions  from  the  system  of  export  and  import  permits,  such  as  cases  in  which  the 
specimen  was  acquired  before  the  provisions  of  CITES  were  applicable  to  that  particular 
species.  In  addition,  article  XXIII  permits  a  Party  to  exempt  itself  from  the  requirements 
of  the  Convention  with  regard  to  specific  species. 

Where  export  or  re-export  is  to,  or  import  is  from,  a  State  not  a  Party  to  the  Con¬ 
vention,  comparable  documentation  issued  by  the  competent  authorities  in  that  State 
which  substantially  conforms  with  the  requirements  of  the  Convention  for  permits  and 
certificates  may  be  accepted  in  lieu  thereof  by  any  Party. 

Enforcement  mechanisms  are  provided  for  under  article  VIII  of  the  Convention.  In 
particular,  the  convention  states  that  "the  parties  must  take  appropriate  measures  to 
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enforce  the  provisions  and  to  prohibit  trade  in  specimens  in  violation  thereof.  Further, 
under  article  VIII  (1)  parties  are  obliged  ''(a)  to  penalize  trade  in,  or  possession  of,  such 
specimens,  or  both,  and  (b)  to  provide  for  the  confiscation  or  return  to  the  State  of  ex¬ 
port  of  such  specimens''. 

The  Wildlife  Trade  Monitoring  Unit  (WTMU),  World  Conservation  Monitoring 
Centre,  219  Huntingdon  Road,  Cambridge  CBS  ODL,  United  Kingdom,  is  responsible  for 
maintaining  the  computerized  database  which  contains  a  complete  record  of  all  CITES 
trade  transactions  reported  by  the  parties  in  their  annual  reports. 

Trade  in  ivory  from  tusks  of  African  elephants  was  banned  under  CITES  (Oct.  1989) 
when  the  African  elephant  was  moved  from  Appendix  II  to  the  more  restrictive  Appen¬ 
dix  I.  A  controversy  arose  on  the  effectiveness  of  trying  to  manage  wildlife  protection 
through  bans  on  trade.  Five  African  countries  withdrew  from  the  Convention  and  con¬ 
tinued  trading  in  Ivory  (Botswana,  Burundi,  Malawi,  Mozambique  and  Zimbabwe).  The 
Asian  elephant  (Elephas  maximus)  is  also  an  Appendix  I  species  for  which  no  com¬ 
mercial  trade  is  allowed. 


3;  The  1989  Basel  Convention  on  the  Control  of  Transboundary  Movements 

of  Hazardous  Wastes  and  their  Disposal 


A  multilateral  treaty  with  important  consequences  for  trade,  the  1989  Basel  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  Control  of  Transboundary  Movements  of  Hazardous  Wastes  and  their 
Disposal,  came  into  force  on  5  May  1992.  The  number  of  parties  to  this  Convention  is 
still  relatively  small.  The  objective  is  to  set  up  obligations  for  Parties  with  a  view  to; 
(a)  reducing  transboundary  movements  of  wastes  subject  to  the  Basel  Convention  to  a 
minimum  consistent  with  the  environmentally  sound  and  efficient  management  of  such 
wastes:  (b)  minimizing  the  amount  and  toxicity  of  hazardous  wastes  generated  and  en¬ 
suring  their  environmentally  sound  management  (including  disposal  and  recovery  op¬ 
erations)  as  close  as  possible  to  the  source  of  generation;  (c)  assisting  developing 
countries  in  environmentally  sound  management  of  the  hazardous  and  other  wastes 
they  generate. 

The  convention  contains  three  provisions  restricting  trade  in  hazardous  waste: 

•  (i)  Parlies  prohibiting  the  import  of  hazardous  wastes  or  other  wastes  shall  inform 
the  other  parties  of  their  decision  pursuant  to  article  13.  The  other  parties,  when  so 
informed,  shall  prohibit  or  shall  not  permit  the  export  of  hazardous  wastes  to  the 
Parties  that  have  prohibited  the  import  of  such  wastes  (art.  4  (1)  (a)). 

•  (ii)  Parties  are  to  prohibit  the  export  of  hazardous  wastes  and  other  wastes  if  the 
State  of  import  does  not  consent  in  writing  to  the  specific  import,  in  the  case  where 
the  State  of  import  has  not  prohibited  the  import  of  such  wastes  (art.  4  (1)  (c)). 

•  (iii)  States  of  export  shall  not  allow  the  generator  of  hazardous  wastes  or  other 
wastes  to  commence  the  transboundary  movement  until  they  have  received  written 
confirmation  that  the  notifier  has  received  the  written  consent  of  the  State  of  import 
(art.  6). 
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The  1988  United  Nations  Convention  against  Illicit  Traffic  in  Narcotic  Drugs 

and  Psychotropic  Substances 


In  order  to  control  the  increasing  consumption  of  narcotic  drugs  and  pcychotropic 
substances,  several  treaties  have  been  agreed  upon,  that  of  1988  being  the  most  recent 
one.  The  1988  Convention  reinforces  and  supplements  the  measures  provided  in  the 
1961  Single  Convention  on  Narcotic  Drugs,  as  amended  by  the  1972  Protocol,  as  well 
as  in  the  1971  Convention  on  Pcychotropic  Substances.  The  purpose  of  the  1988  Con¬ 
vention  is  to  promote  co-operation  among  the  Parties  so  that  they  may  address  more 
effectively  the  various  aspects  of  illicit  traffic  in  narcotic  drugs  and  psychotropic  sub¬ 
stances  having  an  international  dimension.  In  carrying  out  their  obligations  under  the 
Convention,  the  Parties  shall  take  necessary  measures,  including  legislative  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  measures,  in  conformity  with  the  fundamental  provisions  of  their  respective 
domestic  legislative  systems. 

As  regards  trade,  each  Party  shall,  with  respect  to  substances  in  Table  I  and  Table 
II,  take  the  following  measures;^^ 

•  (i)  Establish  and  maintain  a  system  to  monitor  international  trade  in  substances  in 
Table  I  and  Table  II  in  order  to  facilitate  the  identification  of  suspicious  transactions. 
Such  monitoring  systems  shall  be  applied  in  close  co-operation  with  manufactuers, 
importers,  exporters,  wholesalers  and  retailers,  who  shall  inform  tfie  competent 
authorities  of  suspicious  orders  and  transactions; 

•  (ii)  Provide  for  the  seizure  of  any  substance  in  Table  I  or  Table  II  if  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  that  it  is  for  use  in  the  illicit  manufacture  of  a  narcotic  drug  or 
psychotropic  substance; 

•  (iii)  Notify,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  competent  authorities  and  services  of  the  Par¬ 
ties  concerned  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  import,  export  or  transit  of  a 
substance  in  Table  I  or  Table  II  is  destined  for  the  illicit  manufacture  of  narcotic 
drugs  or  psychotropic  substances,  including  in  particular  information  about  the 
means  of  payment  and  any  other  essential  elements  which  led  to  that  belief; 

•  (iv)  Require  that  imports  and  exports  be  properly  labelled  and  documented. 
Commercial  documents  such  as  invoices,  cargo  manifests,  customs,  transport  and 
other  shipping  documents  shall  include  the  names,  as  stated  in  Table  I  or  Table  II, 
of  the  substances  being  imported  or  exported,  the  quantity  being  imported  or  ex¬ 
ported,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  exporter,  the  importer  and,  when  avail¬ 
able,  the  consignee. 

•  (v)  Each  Party  shall  require  that  consignments  of  narcotic  drugs  and  psychotropic 
substances  being  exported  be  not  mislabelled. 

A  Party  may  adopt  more  strict  or  severe  measures  than  those  provided  by  this 
Convention  if,  in  its  opinion,  such  measures  are  desirable  or  necessary  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  or  suppression  of  illicit  traffic. 


21  The  substances  in  Table  I  (with  proposed  new  HS  codes)  are:  1-phenyl-2-propanone  (2914.31);  N- 

Acethylanthranilic  acid  (2924.22);  Isosafrole  (2932.91);  3,4-MDP-2-P  (2932.92);  Piperonal  (2932.93);  Safrole 
(2932.94);  Ephedrine  (2939.41);  Pseudoephedrine  (2939.42);  Ergometrine  (2939.61);  Ergotamine  (2939.62); 
Lysergic  acid  (2939.63);  and  the  salts  of  the  substances  listed  before  whenever  the  existence  of  such  salts  is 
possible.  The  substances  in  Table  II  (with  recommended  HS  codes)  are:  Hydrochloric  acid  (2806.10,  existing 
HS  code);  Sulphuric  acid  (2807.00,  combined  with  Oleum  exists  as  an  HS  code);  Potassium  pemanganate 
(2841.61);  Toluene  (2902.30,  existing  HS  code);  Ethyl  ether  (2909.11);  Acetone  (2914.11);  Methyl  ethyl  ketone 
(2914.12,  existing  HS  code);  Acetic  anhydride  (2915.24);  Phenylacetic  acid  (2916.33);  Anthranilic  acid  (2922.43); 
Piperidine  (2933.32);  and  the  salts  of  the  substances  listed  before  whenever  the  existence  of  such  salts  is  pos¬ 
sible. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  dates  of  entry  into  force  of  the  first  three  multilateral 
treaties  with  important  trade  provisions,  mentioned  above.  The  general  objective  of 
these  agreements  is  to  protect  the  environment.  More  specifically  the  three  objectives 
are  respectively:  to  protect  the  ozone  layer,  to  protect  wild  fauna  and  flora  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  against  hazardous  waste. It  shows  also  the  countries  that  are  Parties  to  the  United 
Nations  Convention  Against  Illicit  Traffic  in  Narcotic  Drugs  and  Psychotropic  Sub¬ 
stances  and  to  the  two  previous  conventions  on  drug  control. 


22  Other  international  treaties  on  the  protection  of  wildlife  and  with  trade  provisions  are; 

(i)  International  Convention  for  the  Regulation  of  Whaling,  1994; 

(ii)  Convention  for  the  Conservation  and  Management  of  the  Vicuna,  1980; 

(iii)  Agreement  on  Conservation  of  Polar  Bears,  1973; 

(iv)  Benelux  Convention  on  the  Hunting  and  Protection  of  Birds,  1970; 

(v)  European  Convention  for  the  Protection  of  Animals  during  International  Transport,  1968; 

(vi)  African  Convention  on  the  Conservation  of  Nature  and  Natural  Resources,  1968; 

(vii)  Phyto-Sanitary  Convention  for  Africa,  1967; 

(viii)  Agreement  Concerning  Co-operation  in  the  Quarantine  of  Plants  and  their 
Protection  against  Pests  and  Diseases,  1959; 

(ix)  Convention  on  Conservation  of  North  Pacific  Fur  Seals,  1957; 

(x)  Plant  Protection  Agreement  for  the  South  East  Asia  and  Pacific  Region,  1956; 

(xi)  International  Plant  Protection  Agreement,  1951; 

(xii)  International  Convention  for  the  Protection  of  Birds,  1950; 

(xiii)  Convention  on  Nature  Protection  and  Wildlife  Preservation  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  1940; 
(xiv)  Convention  Relative  to  the  Preservation  of  Fauna  and  Flora  in  their  Natural  State,  1933. 
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ANNEX  II 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC  NOTES 

ON  PUBLICATIONS  WITH  INTERNATIONAL  COVERAGE  OF  TCM  INFORMATION 


1)  Publications  of  the  German  Foreign  Trade  Information  Office  (“Bundesstelle  fur 
Aussenhandels-Information”  (BfAl),  Blaubach  13,  Postfach  108007,  D-5000 

Cologne  1,  Germany): 

(a)  Nachrichten  fur  Aussenhandel  (NfA).  Issued  five  times  a  week,  NfA  reports  on 
current  changes  in  trade  legislation.  Monthly  subscription  rate:  DM  234. 

(b)  Kurzmerkblatter.  A  series  of  compendia  summarizing  trade  control  measures 
and  other  trade-related  information,  issued  irreguarly  as  a  supplement  to  NfA  and 
distributed  with  the  newspaper. 

(c)  Zoll-  und  Handelsinformation  (ZHI).  A  serial  publication  containing: 

(i)  Original  texts  or  translations  into  German  of  national  tariffs  and  various 
additional  charges. 

(ii)  Zollvorschriften.  Compendia  summarizing  tariff  schedules,  para-tariff 
measures  and  customs  procedures  of  individual  countries. 

Each  ZHI  issue  is  individually  priced,  according  to  size;  prices  range  from 
DM  3  to  DM  50.  annual  subscription  rates  are  approximately  DM  450  (for  about 
40  issues). 

(d)  Aussenhandelsvorschriften.  A  serial  publication  providing  lists  of  products 
subject  to  quantity  control  measures,  mostly  reprinted  from  official  journals  and 
other  official  publications  of  individual  countries.  Annual  subscription  rates  are 
approximately  DM  60  (for  about  35  issues). 

(e)  Dokumentenliste.  A  monthly  list  of  new  acts  and  regulations  related  to  trade 
control  measures  available  from  the  BfAl  on  request;  it  is  issued  as  a  supplement 
to  NfA  and  distributed  with  it;  a  form  for  ordering  documents  is  included. 

(f)  Publikationen.  A  cumulative  list  of  supplements  to  NfA  and  ad  hoc  issues  as 
well  as  documents  published  by  BfAl,  with  corresponding  code  numbers  and 
prices;  the  list  facilitates  the  ordering  of  required  documents;  published  once  a 
year,  it  is  available  free  of  charge. 

(g)  Neuerscheinungen.  A  monthly  updating  of  Publikationen,  including  a  form  for 
ordering  the  required  documents;  available  free  of  charge. 

(h)  Recht,  Zoll  und  Verfahren.  A  monthly  summary  of  recent  developments  in 
trade  and  trade  control  measures;  also  includes  the  Dokumentenliste  and 
Neuerscheinungen  (see  above)  providing  an  opportunity  to  select  and  order  the 
documents  published  by  the  BfAl,  NfA]  annual  subscription  rate  DM  152. 
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2)  Handbuch  der  Einfuhr-Nebenabgaben  (HEN).  A  loose-leaf  publication  updated 
quarterly,  specializing  in  schedules  of  sales  taxes,  excise  taxes  and  similar 
measures:  vol.  1  covers  Europe,  vol.  2  covers  the  rest  of  the  world,  excluding  small 
countries  of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific.  Published  with  the  collaboration  of  the 
Chamber  of  Industry  and  Commerce  of  Westfalia  by  the  Linnepe 
Verlagsgesellschaft,  Bahnhofstrasse  28,  5800  Hagen,  Germany.  Initial  sub¬ 
scription  rate  DM  70;  updates  individually  priced. 

3)  Ha-Kurznachrichten.  A  review  of  recent  developments  in  the  field  of  trade  control 
measures,  issued  as  a  supplement  to  the  weekly  Internationale  Wirtschaft,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Bundeswirtschaftskammer,  Vienna.  Subscription  rate  693  Austrian 
schillings  a  year.  Editorial  Office,  Wiedner  Hauptstrasse  63,  1045  Vienna,  Austria. 

4)  British  Business.  A  former  periodical  of  the  UK  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry: 
provided  world-wide  information  on  changes  in  trade  control  measures.  It  ceased 
publication  in  September  1989.  Issues  still  available  from  H.M.S.O.,  P.O.  Box  276, 
London  SW8  5DT,  United  Kingdom.  The  contents  of  the  former  "Country  data" 
heading  of  British  Business  have  been  in  part  taken  over  by  Business  Briefings 
from  British  Chambers  of  Commerce.  Editorial  Office:  Border  House,  High  Street, 
Pardon,  Chester  CH3  6PT,  United  Kingdom. 

5)  Internationale  Customs  Tariffs  Bureau  (ICTB),  International  Customs  Journal 
(French  title;  Bulletin  international  des  douanes).  A  serial  publication  in  English, 
French,  Spanish,  German  and  Italian.  Each  issue  comprises  a  national  tariff 
translated  into  one  of  the  above  languages.  At  the  beginning  of  1991,  it  covered 
68  individual  countries  and  four  common  markets;  available  only  to  national  cus¬ 
toms  authorities;  not  sold  through  subscription. 

6)  MOCI  (Moniteur  du  commerce  international).  A  weekly  sponsored  by  the  Centre 
francais  du  commerce  exterieur  (CFCE)  which  provides,  under  the  heading 
"Reglementation  etranger",  worldwide  information  on  recent  changes  in  trade 
control  measures.  Subscription  rate  1,920  French  francs  a  year.  Editorial  Office; 
10,  av.  d'lena,  B.P.  438,  75233  Paris  Cedex  05,  France. 

7)  Informations  du  commerce  exterieur.  A  fortnightly  publication  issued  by  the  Office 
beige  du  commerce  exterieur  (OBCE)  (Belgian  Office  of  Foreign  Trade),  which 
provides,  under  the  heading  "Reglementations",  worldwide  information  on  recent 
changes  in  trade  control  measures.  Subscription  rate  4,000  Belgian  francs  a  year 
plus  mailing  cost.  Editorial  office;  WTC,  Bd.  E.  Jacqmainlaan  162,  bte  36,  1210 
Brussels,  Belgium. 

8)  GATT,  Trade  Policy  Review.  A  series  of  country  surveys  discussing  the  general 
objectives  of  trade  policy  and  the  use  of  major  policy  instruments,  including  a 
thorough  analysis  of  trade  control  measures  in  force.  At  the  beginning  of  1994,  the 
series  covered  the  European  Union  and  the  following  countries  and  territories: 
Argentina,  Australia,  Austria,  Bangladesh,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Canada,  Chile, 
Colombia,  Egypt,  Finland,  Ghana,  Hong  Kong,  Hungary,  Iceland,  India,  Indonesia, 
Israel,  Japan,  Kenya,  Korea,  Rep.  of,  Malaysia,  Mexico,  Morocco,  New  Zealand, 
Nigeria,  Norway,  Peru,  Senegal,  Singapore,  South  Africa,  Sweden,  Switzerland, 
Thailand,  Turkey,  Uruguay  and  the  United  States  of  America.  Available  from  GATT 
Publication  Service,  Centre  William  Rappard,  154  rue  de  Lausanne,  1211  Geneva 
21.  Price  SFrs.  50-80. 

9)  International  Trade  Reporter:  Export  Shipping  Manual.  A  loose-leaf  reference 
book  for  exporters  summarizing  trade  control  measures  and  other  trade-related 
information  of  all  countries  (except  the  United  States  of  America):  each  country 
survey  includes  the  headings  "Tariff  system"  analysing  the  tariff  and  para-tariff 
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measures  and  "Import  and  exchange  controls"  dealing  with  non-tariff  measures. 
Published  by  the  Bureau  of  National  Affairs  Inc.,  1231  25th  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20037,  USA.  Annual  subscription,  including  weekly  updating 
service,  US$  560. 

10)  Exporters'  Encyclopaedia.  A  reference  book  for  exporters  summarizing  trade 
control  measures  and  other  trade-related  information  of  all  countries.  Each  coun¬ 
try  survey  includes  the  headings  "Import  licensing  and  exchange  regulations", 
discussing  non-tariff  measures,  and  "Customs  tariff",  analysing  customs  duties 
and  additional  fiscal  charges.  Published  by  Dunn  and  Bradstreet,  3  Century  Drive, 
Parsippany,  N.J.  07054,  USA.  Annual  subscription,  including  fortnightly  updating 
service,  US$  630. 

11)  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF).  Annual  Report  on  Exchange  Arrangements 
and  Exchange  Restrictions.  A  survey  of  trade  control  measures  applied  by  the 
member  countries  of  the  Fund,  with  particular  reference  to  finance  measures,  as 
discussed  in  each  country  survey  under  the  heading  "Imports  and  import  pay¬ 
ments".  The  publication  includes  a  table  of  "summary  features  of  exchange  and 
trade  systems"  which  facilitates  international  comparison  of  existing  foreign  ex¬ 
change  restrictions.  Available  from  IMF  Publications  Services  Unit,  Washington, 
D.C.  20431,  USA;  price  US$  39.50. 

12)  International  Bureau  of  Fiscal  Documentation  (IBFD).  Taxes  and  Investment  in 
Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Taxes  and  Investment  in  the  Middle  East,  African  Tax  Sys¬ 
tems,  Taxation  in  Latin  America,  Taxation  and  Investment  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  Taxation  in  European  Socialist  Countries,  Value  Added 
Taxation  in  Europe.  A  series  of  compendia  on  taxation,  including  summaries  of 
tariff  and  para-tariff  measures  by  country.  Prices  vary  from  Dutch  florins  790  to 
2,200  depending  on  the  size  of  the  publication.  Available  from  The  Editor, 
Muiderport,  Sarphatistraat,  124,  B.  P.  20237,  100  HE  Amsterdam,  Netherlands. 
Subcribers  to  one  or  more  of  IBFD's  publications  receive  free  of  charge  the  Tax 
News  Service,  a  fortnightly  newsletter  reporting  the  latest  developments  in  taxa¬ 
tion  by  country. 

13)  International  Environment  Reporter,  a  biweekly  report  with  environmental  infor¬ 
mation,  issued  by  The  Bureau  of  National  Affairs,  Inc.,  9435  Key  West  Av., 
Rockville,  Md.  20850,  USA. 

14)  TISNET  Trade  Information  Sheet.  A  fortnightly  publication  issued  by  the  Trade 
Information  Service,  International  Trade  Division,  United  Nations  Economic  and 
Social  Commission  for  Asia  and  the  Pacific  (ESCAP),  United  Nations  Building, 
Rajadamnern  Ave.,  Bangkok  10200,  Thailand,  which  is  the  central  Focal  Point  of 
the  Regional  Trade  Information  Network  (TISNET).  It  provides  information  on  cur¬ 
rent  changes  in  trade  control  measures  of  the  Asian  and  Pacific  countries.  It  may 
be  ordered  from  MDC  Sdn.  Bhd.,  42  Jalan  Brunei  Utara,  off  Jalan  Pudu-55100 
Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia.  Subscription  rate  US$  120  a  year. 

15)  Integracidn  Latinoamericana,  a  monthly  issued  by  the  Institute  para  la  Integracion 
de  America  Latina  (INTAL)  (Institute  for  Latin  American  Integration),  devoted  to 
regional  co-operation  in  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  Available  free  of 
charge  from  INTAL,  Esmeralda  130,  1035  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

16)  Medidas  no  arancelarias  aplicadas  a  las  importaciones  (ALADI/SEC/di  448).  A 
yearly  publication  by  the  LAIA  Secretariat  on  non-tariff  measures  of  the  eleven 
LAIA  countries.  Available  from  the  LAIA  secretariat,  P.O.  Box  577,  Montevideo, 
Uruguay. 
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17)  Trade  control  measures  in  CARICOM  member  States,  a  report  prepared  by  the 
Caribbean  Community  Secretariat  in  June  1992. 

18)  Principales  Leyes  Tributarias  en  Centroamerica,  a  report  on  Principal  Tributary 
Laws  in  Central  America,  prepared  by  the  Permanent  Secretariat  of  the  General 
Treaty  of  Central  American  Integration,  June  1993. 


■  1 . 1  ■  Cl 
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SUPPLEMENT 


EVOLUTION  OF  IMPORT  REGIMES  BY  SITC-BASED  PRODUCT  CATEGORIES 


1 .  Explanatory  Notes 


1.  The  Supplement  presents  the  evolution  of  indicators  of  Trade  Control  Measures 
(TCMs)  by  SITC-based  product  categories  over  the  period  1982-1993  for  selected  de¬ 
veloping  countries,  together  with  corresponding  import  statistics.  It  is  intended  to  serve 
quantitative  and  qualitative  analysis  of  trade  policies.  The  data  on  the  import  regimes 
are  taken  from  the  UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures,  while  those  on  im¬ 
port  statistics  are  taken  from  the  UN  COMTRADE  Database. 

2.  Two  tables  are  presented  for  each  country,  the  first  showing  tariff  averages  and  the 
NTM  incidence,  together  with  corresponding  import  statistics,  while  the  second  pre¬ 
sents  more  detailed  TCM  indicators,  such  as  averages  of  minimum  and  maximum  tariff 
rates,  incidence  of  quantitative  restrictions  (QRs),  and  averages  of  total  charges  levied 
on  imports.  For  the  purpose  of  the  Supplement,  the  quantitative  restrictions  (QRs)  in¬ 
clude  all  quantity  control  measures,  as  well  as  tariff  quotas.  The  broader  concept  of 
NTMs,  moreover,  includes  advance  payment  requirements,  foreign  exchange  re¬ 
strictions,  minimum  pricing,  and  anti-dumping  and  countervailing  measures. 

3.  Import  statistics  are  given  for  the  years  1982,  1985,  1988  and  1992,  together  with 
the  terminal  growth  rate  between  the  first  and  last  year  available.  The  TCM  indicators 
are  provided,  where  available,  for  one  reference  year  within  each  of  four  time  periods: 
1980-1983,  1984-1987,  1988-1990  and  1991-1993,  as  the  data  for  the  indicators  are  not 
available  for  common  years  for  all  countries.  For  the  period  1980-1983,  indicators  for 
the  NTM  incidence  and  the  total  charges  are  not  available. 

4.  All  indicators  are  presented  with  both  unweighted  (simple)  and  weighted  averages; 
the  weights  being  the  total  imports  of  some  120  developing  countries  in  1985.  The 
method  of  calculation  for  each  of  the  TCM  indicators  is  explained  as  follows: 


Mean  tariff  rates: 

5.  Average  of  the  mean  tariff  rate  at  each  CCCN  heading  belonging  to  the  corre¬ 
sponding  product  category.  The  mean  tariff  rate  at  a  CCCN  heading  is  calculated  by 
taking  a  simple  average  over  all  national  tariff  lines  concorded  to  the  heading. 

Minimum  tariff  rates: 

6.  Average  of  the  lowest  tariff  rate  within  each  CCCN  heading  belonging  to  the  cor¬ 
responding  product  category. 

Maximum  tariff  rates: 

7.  Average  of  the  highest  tariff  rate  within  each  CCCN  heading  belonging  to  the  cor¬ 
responding  product  category. 
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Mean  total  charges: 

8.  Same  as  the  calculation  of  the  mean  tariff  rates  above  with  the  addition  of  para- 
tariff  charges,  excluding  internal  taxes  on  imports. 

Incidence  of  NTMs: 

9.  The  figure  approximates  the  percentage  of  tariff  lines  within  the  corresponding 
product  category  that  is  affected  by  an  NTM.  It  is  calculated  by  first  defining  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  an  NTM  for  a  national  tariff  line  to  be  0%  if  no  NTM  applies  to  the  tariff  line, 
to  be  50%  if  an  NTM  affects  a  part  of  the  products  specified  under  the  tariff  line,  and  to 
be  100%  if  the  tariff  line  is  fully  covered  by  an  NTM.  It  is  also  defined  to  be  100%  if 
two  or  more  NTMs  apply  to  a  tariff  line.  In  order  to  illustrate,  consider  as  an  example: 
CCCN  heading  0802,  affected  by  a  licence  for  oranges,  apples  and  grapes,  and  by  an 
advance  import  deposit  for  grapes  and  melons. 


CCCN  Tariff  line  Product  description 


0802  080201 
0802  080202 
0802  080203 

0802  080204 


Oranges 

Apples  and  bananas 
Pineapples 
Grapes  and  melons 


10.  In  this  example,  the  NTM  incidence  for  line  080201  is  100%,  as  oranges  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  licensing;  for  line  080202  it  is  50%,  as  only  apples  (and  not  bananas)  are  affected 
by  licensing.  Line  080203  has  the  incidence  of  0%  .  The  incidence  for  line  010204  is 
100%,  as  two  measures  affect  products  belonging  to  this  tariff  line. 

11.  Next,  the  incidence  at  the  level  of  a  CCCN  heading  is  calculated  by  taking  the 
simple  average  of  the  incidence  at  the  corresponding  tariff  lines.  In  the  above  example, 
the  NTM  incidence  for  CCCN  heading  0802  is  (100-I-50-I-0-I- 100)/4  =  250/4  =  62.5% 

12.  Finally,  the  incidence  for  a  product  category  is  calculated  by  taking  the  average 
(that  is  the  simple  average  for  Table  I  and  the  trade-weighted  average  for  Table  II)  of  the 
incidence  at  the  CCCN  heading  over  ail  CCCN  headings  belonging  to  the  category. 

Incidence  of  QRs: 

13.  The  incidence  of  quantitative  restrictions  is  calculated  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
for  NTMs. 
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2.  Definition  of  SITC-based  product  categories 


PRODUCT  CATEGORIES 

SITC  Rev.  2 

100 

Primary  products 

(0  to  4)  +68 

110 

111 

112 

Food 

Cereals 

Vegetable  oils  &  oil  seeds 

0  +  1+22  +  4 

041  to  045 

22  +  42 

120 

121 

Agricultural  raw  materials 

Textile  fibres 

2-  (22  +  27  +  28) 
26 

130 

Crude  fertilizers  &  mineral  ores 

27  +  28 

140 

Mineral  fuels 

3 

150 

Non-ferrous  metals 

68 

200 

Manufactured  products 

(5  to  8)  -68 

210 

Chemicals 

5 

211 

Medicaments 

54 

212 

Toiletry  &  perfumery 

55 

213 

Manufactured  fertilizers 

56 

220 

Iron  &  steel 

67 

230 

Machinery  &  equipment 

7 

231 

Non-electric  machinery 

71  to  75 

232 

Electric  machinery 

76  +  77 

233 

Transport  equipment 

78  +  79 

240 

Other  manufactured  products 

(6  +  8)  -  (67  + 

241 

Leather  &  travel  goods 

61  +83 

242 

Rubber  products 

62 

243 

Wood  products 

63 

244 

Paper  products 

64 

245 

Textile  &  clothing 

65  +  84 

246 

Non-metallic  mineral  products 

66 

247 

Furniture 

82 

248 

Footwear 

85 

249 

Professional  equipment 

87  +  88 

300 

All  product  categories 

0  to  9 
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3. 


Actual  reference  year  of  the  import  regime  for  each  country  or  territory  covered 


COUNTRY  or  TERRITORY 

YEAR  of  IMPORT  REGIME 

80-83  84-87  88-90  91-93 

Algeria 

Argentina 

Bahannas 

Bangladesh 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Burundi 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

Cyprus 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

Ethiopia 

Ghana 

Guinea 

Haiti 

Hong  Kong 
India 

Indonesia 

Iran,  Islamic  Republic  of 
Kenya 

Korea,  Republic  of 
Kuwait 

Libyan  Arab  Jamahiriya 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Malaysia 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Morocco 

Nepal 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Paraguay 

Saudi  Arabia 

Sierra  Leone 

Singapore 

Sri  Lanka 

Sudan 

Syrian  Arab  Republic 

Thailand 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

United  Republic  of  Tanzania 

Venezuela 

Yugoslavia 

Zaire 

Zimbabwe 


1985 

1989 

1992 

1987 

1990 

1993 

1980 

1985 

1983 

1986 

1988 

1993 

1986 

1988 

1993 

1986 

1990 

1993 

1980 

1986 

1988 

1987 

1988 

1992 

1982 

1987 

1990 

1993 

1986 

1988 

1992 

1980 

1987 

1983 

1987 

1986 

1989 

1993 

1981 

1986 

1989 

1981 

1988 

1982 

1987 

1980 

1986 

1982 

1987 

1985 

1989 

1993 

1981 

1987 

1990 

1992 

1980 

1987 

1990 

1992 

1980 

1987 

1982 

1986 

1990 

1987 

1990 

1992 

1985 

1988 

1980 

1986 

1986 

1988 

1985 

1988 

1981 

1987 

1988 

1992 

1981 

1989 

1983 

1987 

1990 

1992 

1982 

1987 

1993 

1983 

1987 

1993 

1982 

1987 

1990 

1993 

1982 

1984 

1988 

1992 

1980 

1984 

1992 

1980 

1987 

1989 

1992 

1982 

1986 

1983 

1987 

1989 

1993 

1983 

1987 

1990 

1993 

1980 

1986 

1982 

1985 

1981 

1985 

1989 

1991 

1982 

1987 

1988 

1992 

1987 

1988 

1993 

1982 

1986 

1988 

1987 

1989 

1992 

1980 

1985 

1989 

1981 

1986 

1989 

1983 

1986 

1989 

ALGERIA:  Evolution  of  imports  and  indicators  of  the  import  regime  by  SITC-based  product  categories, 

for  the  period  1982-1992 
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BRAZIL:  Evolution  of  imports  and  indicators  of  the  import  regime  by  SITC-based  product  categories, 

for  the  period  1982-1992 
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Directory  of  Import  Regimes 


Source:  Imports:  Special  tabulation  by  UNCTAD  secretariat,  on  the  basis  of  UNSTAT  COMTRADE  Database 

Indicators  of  Import  Regime:  UNCTAD  Database  on  Trade  Control  Measures 
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ZIMBABWE:  Evolution  of  imports  and  indicators  of  the  import  regime  by  SITC-based  product  categories, 

for  the  period  1982-1992 
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